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“Renton’s Hilltop Community” Mapping and Property Records Activity

General Information: This activity is a companion piece to our “Renton’s Hilltop Community” newsletter
study guide, which you can find on our Curricula page.

This activity is designed for students in 7th grade and above. Questions can be used for discussion or as
writing prompts. The original article from June 2007 can be found online at the Museum’s Newsletter

Page.

Map Activity and Discussion Questions: This activity involves two historic maps of Renton, both of
which can be found alongside these instructions on our Curricula Page. Maps can be viewed on
individual computers or on a smartboard. The first map is from 1936, and the second one is from 1956.
You can find the Renton Hilltop towards the top of both maps—the areas north, east, and northeast of
Greenwood Cemetery are part of the Hilltop community. The two maps are designed very differently
from one another. What does each map tell us about the neighborhood and the surrounding areas?
What data can you find on them that relates back to the article about the Hilltop community?

After you have looked at the historic maps, find today’s Heritage Park on Google Maps. This is the same
place you saw on the historic maps. Explore the surrounding area by zooming and moving the map
around, and then discuss the following: What changes do you observe in the area? What can you find in
the community today? Do you recognize any landmarks? What do you think caused changes to occur in
the area?

Google Maps:
(Use this link or go to Google Maps and type in “Heritage Park, Renton, WA”)

Property Record Card Activity Instructions and Discussion Questions: On the next page, you will find
copies of property record cards from the Hilltop neighborhood. These records were created between
1936 and 1940 as part of the Land Use Survey Project, an agreement between the King County
Assessor’s office and the federal Works Progress Administration (WPA). The records were used to
determine the value of property taxes. At the time, the survey was considered a model of modern
record keeping.

These property record cards show the homes owned by James Smith, Clyde Barfield, and Evelena
Buckner. With a group or individually, choose a property record card to investigate. What can you learn
about the past by looking at the property record card? Compare and contrast your property record card
with one a classmate has chosen. Do they convey exactly the same information? How do you think
property record cards like these were helpful to Museum staff when they were researching and writing
about the Hilltop Community? Describe how the article, the maps linked above, and the property record
cards are connected. Why is it important to use different kinds of sources when investigating the past?


https://www.rentonwa.gov/cms/One.aspx?portalId=7922741&pageId=8566010
https://www.rentonwa.gov/UserFiles/Servers/Server_7922657/File/City%20Hall/Community%20Services/Museum/Newsletters/2007-06_sm.pdf
https://www.rentonwa.gov/UserFiles/Servers/Server_7922657/File/City%20Hall/Community%20Services/Museum/Newsletters/2007-06_sm.pdf
https://rentonwa.gov/cms/One.aspx?portalId=7922741&pageId=8566010
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Heritage+Park/@47.4858999,-122.1673196,17z/data=!4m12!1m6!3m5!1s0x549067de786c43af:0xa19fe73db78515c4!2sHeritage+Park!8m2!3d47.4858999!4d-122.1651309!3m4!1s0x549067de786c43af:0xa19fe73db78515c4!8m2!3d47.4858999!4d-122.1651309
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Mapping Activity Discussion Guide Notes for Educators: Follow instructions and links provided on Page
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1 to access full-sized maps online to complete the activity with students. Below are some notes about
each map with annotated screenshots to facilitate discussion and provide additional background.

The full-sized map is an image file, which can be zoomed in on by clicking to magnify. You can move the

1936 Map

map around using your browser’s scroll bars. The map shows property ownership.
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A portion of the map labeled with names of early Black residents. Page numbers appear when the family is
mentioned in the accompanying article, “Renton’s Hilltop Community.” Detailed biographies of residents can be

found in Appendix A.
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A note to educators: If you have access to a U.S. map that you can mark with pins, stickers, magnets, dry
erase marker, etc., you may want to ask students to mark the home states of each of these residents
(found in Appendix A) as you discuss them. Where did they come from originally? What patterns do
students notice, if any? Why do they think Black families came from so far away to reside in the Hilltop
neighborhood? This can serve as a lead-in to a discussion about the Great Migration; the migration of 6
million Black Americans from the rural South to cities in the North, West, and Midwest between 1916
and 1970.

1956 Map

Bonds Family | L [ TRl & “_.dﬂt..—
B ,' - =) j' ","p

Isiah Reynolds

Charles Rucker

Irene Grayson

d-or;hﬂ"'-f-:..alﬁ:_ A

Audrey Weathers
(page 7)

B L A |

| i
DeEssssEk=SE=gess g
! Tank TéEating Area e

i (Abanddnetil._v

Williams Family
Reed Family

A portion of the 1956 Map showing elevation, buildings, and major landmarks. The link to the full-sized map can be found on
Page 1. Detailed biographies of the residents whose locations are shown on the map can be found in Appendix B.

More about the 1956 Map: The full map is an image file, which can be zoomed in on by clicking to
magnify. You can move the map around using your browser’s scroll bars. This map does not have details
about property boundaries and owners, but instead shows land elevation. Buildings such as houses are
marked in black. Of note is the former tank testing area, mentioned by Audrey Weathers in the article.
Invite students to compare and contrast the distribution of houses in the Hilltop area with that of the
area to the northwest, which was developed to provide housing for workers during the war boom.

Google Maps

This scale of this map can be changed using —and + in the lower righthand corner; zoom in enough and
you will see an outline of where buildings stand today. The rectangular image on the lower left can be
used to toggle on layers that add textures for elevation, satellite images, etc. offering much more
information and flexibility than the maps of the past.


https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/long-lasting-legacy-great-migration-180960118/
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A screenshot of Google Maps showing part of the Highlands in satellite view. Honey Dew School is near the center, and
Greenwood Cemetery and Heritage Park towards the bottom left. The link to the interactive map can be found on Page 1.

Today, the area known as the Hilltop has been drastically altered. Where there were once a handful of
houses spread out from each other with room in between for growing food and raising animals, there
are now densely built housing developments and numerous businesses. Changes occurred in the
neighborhood for various reasons. The Houston family lost their land in the 1960s, for example, for the
construction of a new school. The school was never built and many years later the School District sold
that land to a developer.

Another notable change you may observe is how the space between the wartime housing created in the
Highlands and the housing in the Hilltop was once large but has since been filled to connect the two
communities; hence today we think of the Hilltop area as part of the Highlands. This was not so in the
past, with the original Highlands development being sometimes referred to as “the projects” while the
Hilltop area was referred to as “the country.” Some nearby landmarks remain; Maplewood Golf Course,
Highlands School, and Greenwood Cemetery can still be found easily on the map today. Heritage Park
was named to honor the heritage of the original Hilltop community. Interpretive panels in the park
document the neighborhood'’s history.
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You may want to ask questions about how life in the area has changed based on what students have
read in the article and what they can see on today’s map: how did families in the neighborhood obtain
food in the past, and where might they get it now? What local options were there for attending schools

and religious services in the mid-20™ century versus today? How might recreation and transportation
differ?
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Appendix

A special note to educators: Renton’s resourceful and enduring Black community grew throughout the
20™ century as a result of many individuals whose stories we are continually researching, stories we will
never be finished telling. The appendices found on the following pages contain only a fraction of those
stories, but it is our hope that by reading them, you will gain a deeper familiarity with some of the
names and faces from Renton’s past and feel motivated do some research of your own.

What we currently know as an organization about Renton’s Black history comes to us through a variety
of sources: public records, the U.S. Census, church bulletins, school yearbooks, newspaper articles,
maps, photographs, and more. Of course, one of the best ways to learn about history is to have a
conversation with someone who lived it. To that end, we are extremely grateful to the individuals from
Renton’s Black community who have come forward throughout the years to share their stories with us
through oral history interviews: John Houston, Audrey Weathers, Leona Williams, Candis Shropshire
Talley, and Lavelle Weathers Swanigan.

There is still so much work to be done; so many stories we have not yet heard. If you or someone you
know has a connection to Renton and a story to tell, we hope you will contact us and support our efforts
to preserve and present history in a way that better serves our diverse community.

In addition, we hope that this is only the beginning of your and your students’ journey of discovery. If
you’d like to know more about the people and places featured in our articles and classroom activities,
we are here to support you by answering questions and providing resources. Please visit
rentonhistory.org for our contact information.

Thank you for bringing us into your classroom!

Sincerely,

Stephanie Snyder
Museum Office Aide
February 11, 2022

Appendix A: Biographies of Black families and individuals marked on the 1936 map

Samuel Franklin — A founder of the First Baptist Church of Kennydale and possibly its first pastor,
Franklin was the minister who officiated at the weddings of several of his neighbors, including Henry and
Mary Williams and Henry and Parthenia Dyer. He was born in Richmond, Virginia circa 1865 and
attended a Baptist theological school in Kansas City, Mo.

Other jobs listed on U.S. censuses include coal mine engineer (1910); electrician, Newcastle mine (1919);
coal mine engineer (1920); and watchman, Diamond Cement Co. (1930).

Henry Williams — Born in 1865 in Missouri, Henry married widow Mary E. Gibson in 1909. Although she
passed away in 1923, Mary’s initials still appear on the property on the 1936 map. The two were
married by Reverend Samuel Franklin, with Henry and Parthenia Dyer as witnesses.


https://rentonwa.gov/cms/one.aspx?pageId=8564740
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Jobs listed for Henry on the census include: wood man (1909); coal miner (1910); coal mine laborer
(1920); coal mine laborer (1930). Mary was listed as a dressmaker in 1909. In 1930, Henry was living on
this property with his son Frank.

James Smith and Dougherty Smith — Brothers from Pensacola, Florida.

James moved to Newcastle in 1897. By 1930 he had moved to Renton. He, his wife Mamie, and his
extended family started out in a one-story shingle house with an attic, but by 1939 he had added a
garage, a brooder house for chickens, and a smoke house. The census lists his jobs as: general farmer
(1910); fireman, stationary engine (1920); laborer, gas plant (1930); laborer, WPA road construction
crew (1940); self-employed (1942). A photograph and additional information about his house appear in
the property record card activity. In 1930, he lived there with his wife Mamie and his son Carl.

James'’s younger brother Dougherty moved to the Hilltop neighborhood shortly after James did. He also
lived in Newcastle prior to moving to Renton. He later lived and worked in Seattle. Census records
indicate that he was a coal mine foreman for Pacific Coast Coal in Newcastle (1918); a coal mine laborer
(1920); an apartment manager in Seattle (1924); a club janitor (1930); and employed by Seattle General
Depot (1942). He and his wife had a son, Tillman Smith, in 1928. James and Dougherty also had three
siblings living in the area, as well as nieces and nephews.

Robert and Lizzie Hart - Robert was born in Parksville, Kentucky. Widowed in 1924, he was remarried to
Lizzie Clay in 1926; he was listed as living with Lizzie and stepson Harold Gerald Clay in the 1930 census.
Lizzie was originally from Texas. They moved to Renton not long after their wedding.

Robert’s jobs included working as a fireman in a coal mine (1910, 1918); farm laborer (1920); coal mine
laborer (1930); and coal miner (1940). He also worked for the South King County Road District for a
short time before his retirement.

Evelena Buckner — Born in Tennessee in 1861, Evelena McNary Buckner was one of the Hilltop’s first
Black residents. She was living on her property near the Smiths by 1926. Evelena previously worked as a
laundress for G. W. Jones (1907) and a private family cook (1910.)
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Appendix B: families and individuals marked on the 1956 map
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Irene Grayson — Born in 1889 in the Muskogee (Creek) Nation, “Mother” Irene Grayson moved to Salt
Lake City in 1912 to escape the violence of the segregated South. She wanted to buy train tickets to
British Colombia for herself and her children but was denied because she was not accompanied by a
man. Instead, they moved to Seattle, where her husband Albert later joined them. City life during the
Great Depression was difficult and work was scarce. Irene moved to Renton’s Hilltop in 1931 and started
breeding livestock, saving up enough to purchase 10 acres within four years. She and Albert built one of
the first churches in the Highlands and served as pastors. Irene supported her church and the Black
community until her death in 1995 at the age of 103. More information about Irene is available in our
March 2007 newsletter.

Charles Rucker —Born in Chattanooga, TN in 1894, Charles moved to Omaha, NE by 1930, where he
owned and operated a barber shop. He also lived in Portland, OR, and Seattle. Charles was licensed to
be a barber in the state of Washington in 1942 and is listed in both Seattle and Renton city directories
throughout the 1940s and 1950s, during which time the census also lists him as a barber at various
locations. By 1953 he was living on the Hilltop with his wife Hazel Rogers.


https://p1cdn4static.civiclive.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_7922657/File/City%20Hall/Community%20Services/Museum/Newsletters/2007-03_sm.pdf
https://p1cdn4static.civiclive.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_7922657/File/City%20Hall/Community%20Services/Museum/Newsletters/2007-03_sm.pdf
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Reed Family — Pictured above are George Reed Jr. (left), born in 1939, and his younger brother Frank
Reed, born in 1954. George was born in Mississippi. His parents, George Reed Sr. and Maggie Louise
Jeffrey Reed, moved the family to the Northwest when George Jr. was three years old to escape the
more violent forms of racial discrimination that Black families faced in the South.

George Jr. attended Highlands Elementary School and Renton High School (RHS), choosing to stay in
Renton with family friends the Williamses when his parents moved to Seattle in 1955. A gifted athlete,
he played basketball, baseball, and football, and chose to pursue a scholarship in the latter by the time
he was in high school. He achieved his goal after graduating from RHS in 1958, playing for Washington
State University and then going on to join the Canadian Football League, where he helped the
Saskatchewan Roughriders win their first Grey Cup in 1966. After a record-breaking career, George was
inducted into the Order of Canada and the Canadian Football Hall of Fame, among many other
accolades. George also served as an advocate and ally for the Special Olympics, sponsoring disabled and
disadvantaged athletes through the George Reed Foundation.

Of George Reed Jr.’s 11 siblings, we know of two more who went on to become professional athletes.
Smith Wayne Reed, born in 1942, played cornerback for the NY Giants between 1965 and 1966. Frank
Reed attended McKnight Middle School, where he played basketball competitively. He graduated from
Hazen High School in 1972 and played football for the University of Washington from 1972-1975. He was
drafted into the NFL and played cornerback for the Atlanta Falcons from 1976-1980. He was traded to
the Green Bay Packers in 1981.

For more information about the Reeds’ role in local sports culture, please see our September 2020
Newsletter.


http://georgereedfoundation.com/index
https://www.rentonwa.gov/UserFiles/Servers/Server_7922657/Image/City%20Hall/Community%20Services/Museum/Newsletters/2020-09_sm.pdf
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Isiah Reynolds —Isiah was born in Baton Rouge, LA in 1932, the youngest of three children. His family
moved between different locations in Louisiana and Washington during his youth. They came to Renton
in 1948 when Isaiah’s father, Clarence Benjamin Reynolds, got a job at Sherman Supply Company.
During their first few years in Renton, the Reynolds family lived in the Highlands public housing
development, which had originally been built to house wartime workers. The family then purchased a
home on the Hilltop.

Isiah’s parents were involved in local civic life; his father was a member of the Masons, and his mother
Mary Katherine joined the Order of the Eastern Star. They attended meetings of Seattle’s all-Black
chapters of these organizations due to segregation. The family also attended Kennydale Pentecostal
Church.

Isiah attended grades eight and up in Renton and was one of only three Black students enrolled at the
time. During his high school years, Isiah had a car and enjoyed visiting his friends in Seattle as well as
“cruising the loop,” a popular pastime for Renton’s baby boomers who wanted to show off their cars
and socialize at the same time. He also participated in intramural boxing, using the skills he learned from
his uncle in Louisiana. After high school, he joined the U.S. Air Force, four years on active duty and eight
years in the reserves. He returned to Renton and worked for Boeing for three and a half years before
starting a job with Bethlehem Steel in 1964. He worked there for 27 years before retiring.
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CLANCY WILLIAM

LOS ANGELES RAMS DEF. BACK

Williams Family —Clarence Williams Sr. (1919-2016) and his wife Leona (1923-2008) are pictured on the
left alongside Mayor Don Custer. On the right is a football card of their son Clarence “Clancy” Williams
(1942-1986). Clarence Sr. was born in Starks, Louisiana. He was married to Leona in 1939. After working
as a sawmill laborer in Texas, Clarence moved with Leona and their young children to Bremerton, WA in
1944 to work in the shipyards during wartime. In 1947, the couple moved to the Hilltop so that they
could raise their three children, Bonita, Clancy, and Craig, in a more rural environment. They were later
joined by George Reed, who stayed with the Williamses to attend school in Renton when his parents
moved to Seattle in 1955. Clarence Sr. worked at DariGold Dairy until his retirement, then ran his own
hauling business. Leona worked at Boeing. The family attended Kennydale Pentecostal Church.

Clancy and his siblings attended school in Renton. Bonita ran track, and Clancy participated in track,
basketball, and football. Through his outstanding efforts at RHS, Clancy earned a scholarship to
Washington State University, where he played for the Huskies. He then went on to play for the Los
Angeles Rams for eight seasons starting in 1965. In honor of Clancy’s achievements, March 27, 1965 was
named “Clancy Williams Day” by the City of Renton, and there was a parade, luncheon, and gala dinner.

1

Ware Family — Edward Lynn Ware, Sr., born in Michigan, was an aircraft machinist in 1950 and an
accounting clerk for Seattle City Light by the time of his death in 1973. He lived on the Hilltop by 1950
with his wife Emma of Ohio and son Edward Lynn Ware, Jr. (1946-2004, pictured above). Edward Jr. was
born in Los Angeles and graduated from RHS in 1965. Edward Jr. earned both a bachelor's and master's
degree in education from UW and taught English and Language Arts at Franklin High in Seattle starting in
1970. He attended Renton Congregation Kingdom Hall and played the flute, saxophone, and piano.
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Bonds Family — William J. Bonds, Sr. (1916-1984) was born in New Orleans. He worked in construction,
railroads, and transportation. By 1948 he was living with his wife Josephine in Washington. They had
three sons, pictured above. From left to right: Napoleon Bonds (born 1938), William J. Bonds Il (1939-
2012), and Xavier Bonds (1943-2013). Napoleon and William Il were both members of the Renton High
School A Capella Choir. After graduating in 1956, William trained at the Washington National Guard
School and the Petroleum Supply School at Amarillo Air Force Base, TX, and served in the Air Force
during the Vietnam War. Xavier became the first Black State Patrolman in Washington. He was honored
with an Award of Merit by the State Police in 1970 for the record number of letters from motorists
complimenting his work.

Audrey Weathers — Audrey Weathers (1935-2007) was born in Seattle, the daughter of Gertrude and
Nathaniel Weathers. Audrey remembered that her father Nathaniel was born on a reservation in
Kentucky, and, in Audrey’s own words, he was “the best shoe dyer in Seattle.” When the dye affected
his lungs, however, he went to work in the shipyards and later became a sanitation worker until his
retirement. Audrey’s mother was a homemaker who had emigrated to the United States from British
Colombia as a youth.

Audrey’s parents bought five acres in the Renton Highlands and built a house where they raised Audrey
and her siblings: Nathaniel Jr., Lavelle, Marilynn, and Ronald. Audrey attended the old Honey Dew
School and graduated from RHS in 1953. She enjoyed being on a girls’ baseball team during her high
school years. As an adult, Audrey moved to many cities around the U.S. before coming back to Renton.



