
On September 23, The Seattle Times 
published an Op-Ed piece, written by 
Mayor Pavone along with Mayor Ralph 
of Kent, Mayor Backus of Auburn, and 
Mayor Ferrell of Federal Way regarding 
the upwards shift in juvenile crime. 

IT IS A RARE OCCASION THAT CALLS 
FOR A PUBLIC STATEMENT FOR 
CHANGE — yet the staggering rise in 
juvenile crime throughout our region 
over the past year has given us the 
opportunity to share the stark need for 
a change of course. 
The frustration felt by residents is 
palpable, and we cannot sit idly by 
while we watch larger numbers of 
our young community move into 
violent crime. We are seeing crimes 
committed by 10-, 11- and 12-year-old 
children. It’s unacceptable – and it’s 
time to admit we can all approach this 
differently. 
It isn’t enough only to recognize the rise 
in juvenile crime – as leaders, we would 
be betraying our respective communi-
ties by not starting this conversation 
on a wider level. We need a return 
to accountability in our approaches 
for both social services and juvenile 
justice systems. 

Statistics from the Renton Police 
Department show a marked 
increase in juvenile crime in 2023: 

• 512.5% increase in juvenile motor 
vehicle thefts 

New Ways to Address Juvenile Crime
• 114% increase in assaults with 

firearms 
• 173% up from 2022 on malicious 

mischief  
Statistics from Auburn: 

• 266.7% increase in aggravated 
assault (including assault with a 
firearm) 

• 53.8% increase in robberies  
• motor vehicle theft increased by 

100%
• malicious mischief increased by 

93.3% 
Statistics from Kent:  

• The number of juveniles involved 
in reported crime saw a 73% 
increase between 2021 to 2023 

• Between 2021 – 2022, juvenile 
crime increased 11% 

• Between 2022 – 2023, juve-
niles involved in crime increased 
another 55% year over year 

• 600% increase in weapons cases 
from 2021 to 2022 

• 350% increase between 2021 and 
2023 

Statistics from Federal Way: 

• 126% overall increase in crimes 
involving juveniles from 2021 to 
2023 

• 290% increase in simple assault 
• 800% increase in shoplifting/

larceny 
• 233% increase in motor vehicle 

thefts 

This is not a problem isolated to one 
city or town. 
We can agree that the answer does 
not rest solely with punishment 
— no one wants to see kids incarcer-
ated. We agree that this is a complex, 
layered problem with an incred-
ible number of contributing factors 
such as background and challenging, 
lived experiences. However, when we 
remove accountability from within the 
system we have put into place and 
focus only on compassionate under-
standing, we reinforce a system that 
fails our kids and enables a system of 
impunity. 
A victim is still a victim. There are real 
injuries, property damage, and lives 
disrupted as a result of these crimes 
regardless of the age of the offender. 
Kids who aren’t facing consequences 
or accountability are returning to 
victimize the same people — most 
often, other very young children. This is 
a vicious cycle that harms our commu-
nities, and most importantly, harms 
our young people who will carry their 
issues into the future as our next gener-
ation of adult residents. 
We need to be innovative. One of the 
primary purposes of law enforcement 
is to protect the public from offenders 
— we owe our residents this effort. We 
owe it to these kids to let them know 
each life is WORTH MORE than simply 
accepting repetitive criminal behavior 
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Code Enforcement  .  .  .  .  . 425-430-7373

Parks & Recreation   .  .  .  . 425-430-6600

Licensing & Taxes  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 425-430-6851

Municipal Court  
& Passports   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 425-430-6550

Police (business line)   .  .  .425-430-7500

Regional Fire Authority  .  . 425-271-7900

Utility Billing  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .425-430-6852

Emergency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 911
Non-Emergency  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 425-235-2121

Renton Responds 
Report non-emergency service 
requests and quality-of-life issues  
at rentonwa.gov/rentonresponds

City Hall Hours
Municipal Court & Passports
Monday–Friday, 8:30 a .m .–12 p .m . 
and 12:30–4 p .m . Passports: Tuesday 
mornings by appt. Call 425-430-6550.

Finance Counter, Utility Bills, 
License & Tax Counter
Monday–Friday, 8:30 a .m .–4 p .m .

Building & Permit Counter
Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday 
9–11:30 a .m . and 1–4 p .m .

Police Counter
Monday–Friday, 8:30 a .m .–4 p .m .

City Services
rentonwa .gov/cityservices

Subscribe to City Publications
rentonwa.gov/publications

The City of Renton provides 
reasonable accommodation 
upon request.

in our communities. They are worth a 
future, and worth our effort. 
The first step towards enhanced 
outcomes is for King County to estab-
lish concrete metrics to focus on 
measurable and compassionate 
accountability and establish expec-
tations that all juvenile detention and 
reform programs gather and report 
these metrics. 
Data transparency is crucial. This 
enables us to understand the full 
extent of this issue while offering 
a strategic look to most effectively 
intervene upstream – when chil-
dren are at risk or struggling – before 
criminal behavior becomes part of 
their story. This includes partner-
ships with our school districts and 
social programs – for example in 
Renton, where we’ve partnered with 
the School District to create a Mental 
Health program in middle schools. 
We have an obligation to truly 
care for the futures of these chil-
dren. We believe in compassionate 
accountability — a principle to hold 
individuals accountable for their 
actions but also give proven, effec-
tive support that will allow them to 
integrate positively into society. 
The King County Council recently 
voted against closing the King 
County Juvenile Detention Center. 
We believe this is a necessary part 
of accountability and progressive 
consequences for criminal activity. 
The long-term availability of this 
resource needs to be assured while 
we also divert offenders to rehabilita-
tion and diversion programs that have 
proven success rates. 

The rehabilitation programs that 
participate in this system must be 
held to reporting standards that show 
a positive outcome for this invest-
ment in our young people. 
We want to see metrics and 
results including dropping rates 
of recidivism, growing high school 
graduations, increased enrollment 
in workforce training. These show 
kids a secure, healthy path exists. 
Our youth need more than second 
chances; they need realistic avenues 
to pursue education, employment, 
and personal growth. 
On the state level, we need to invest 
in longer-term facilities to deliver this 
compassionate accountability. Many 
state-level facilities have closed, and 
those that remain are grossly under-
staffed. When youth with violent 
felony convictions can easily escape 
due to a lack of attention, we are not 
best serving our youth or community 
safety goals. 
Good intentions alone will not safe-
guard our communities or offer a 
roadmap to course-correct. It takes 
courage and humility to recognize 
when an approach is not working, 
and collaborative and innovative 
effort from across all sectors – our 
colleagues, community leaders and 
stakeholders across the state need to 
collaborate on solutions that restore 
dignity and hope to our youth. 
Every child deserves the opportu-
nity to grow, to learn, and thrive. Our 
communities deserve the same, 
without fear of becoming a victim. 
Our future as a community and 
region depends on our ability to do 
the right thing today.

Community Calendar  
For event info go to rentonwa.gov/events

Tourism Promotional Grants
OCT 10: Virtual Q&A  
OCT 16: Application Workshop  
OCT 18: Application Due

OCT 11-13: Wastemobile
OCT 25: Truck-or-Treat
OCT 26: Senior Holiday Craft Bazaar
OCT 26: Costume Contest
NOV 7: 50+ Veterans Day Dance
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