
connection	residential	water	consumption	was	despite	the	fact	that,	
during	the	2012	growing	season	(May	through	September),	there	were	
8.6%	more	growing	degree	days	(GDD)*	than	in	2011	and	0.07	fewer	
inches	of	rain.	The	greatest	decrease	was	in	the	single	family	use.

	
Saving Water Partnership Regional Efforts
The	Saving	Water	Partnership	has	set	a	regional	conservation	target	of	 	
11	million	gallons	per	day	of	cumulative	annual	average	savings	from	 	
2000	through	2010	and	a	target	of	15	MGD	cumulative	annual	average	
savings	from	2011	through	2030.
	
Progress in Reaching Goals
In	2012,	the	Saving	Water	Partnership	achieved	an	estimated	0.78	mgd	
of	annual	average	savings.		The	regional	WUE	goal	includes	demand	
reduction	from	the	SWP	conservation	program	and,	for	2011	and	2012,	
customer	price	response	to	water	and	consumption-based	sewer	rates	
over	the	combined	SWP	service	area.	Since	2000,	the	program	has	
achieved	an	estimated	11.78	mgd	of	savings.	
	
Perspective	on	Savings:	Regional	water	consumption	has	decreased	by	 	
19	percent	since	2000,	when	the	Saving	Water	Partnership	was	formed.	
Our	water	consumption	is	as	low	as	it	was	in	the	late	1950s,	even	though	
our	population	has	grown	by	more	than	80	percent	since	then.	 	
	
The	Regional	Conservation	Program	offers	customers	many	ways	to	
conserve.	In	all	or	part	of	2012,	rebates	were	available	for:
•	Single	family	residential	customers:	Automatic	irrigation	system	
upgrades,	WaterSense	toilets.

•	Multifamily	property	owners:	WaterSense	toilets,	Coin-op	laundry,	
Irrigation	system	upgrades.

•	Business	customers:	Commercial	toilets	and	urinals,	Commercial	
laundry,	Food	steamers,	Cooling	and	refrigeration	systems,	Medical	
equipment,		Irrigation	systems,	Process	water	improvements,	Other	
water	use	technologies.

	
Educational	messages	reminded	customers	about	actions	to	take	that	save	
water,	for	example:
•	Find	and	fix	toilet	and	faucet	leaks	–	In	addition	to	direct	mail	and	 	
TV	ads,	5	“fix	a	leak”	videos	were	translated	into	Chinese,	Somali,	
Spanish	and	Vietnamese,	and	published	on	our	web	site.

•	Install	efficient	toilets.
•	Mulch	garden	beds	to	retain	moisture	longer.
•	Plant	the	“Right	Plant	in	the	Right	Place”	for	healthier	gardens.
•	Plant	trees,	shrubs	and	perennials	in	the	fall	so	they	can	develop	
stronger	roots	before	next	year ’s	dry	summer	weather.

•	Attend	free	Savvy	Gardener	classes	to	create	and	maintain	healthy	
landscapes	that	are	good	for	families	and	for	the	environment.

*Growing Degree Day (GDD): one degree of departure, on a single day, 
of the daily mean temperature from a given standard temperature; GDD 
is based on 50° F measured May 1- October 1. This provides a relative 
measure of plant water demand based on temperature.
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