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A doctor’s office. An
adult residential facility.
Your workplace. Places
where you are
comfortable and feel
“safe,” where you are
likely to know the people
you come into contact
with. You don’t expect to
become a crime victim
while you’re there.

We've seen some scary
cases in the past two
months where someone has “impersonated” a
trusted person—a police officer, a caregiver,
etc. Many of us are vigilant when we venture
out of our comfort zone, but when we're at the
places we frequent most we let our guard down.
You are the most vulnerable where you are
the most comfortable.

Case in point #1:

A blind resident of a multi-unit senior living
facility reported that someone knocked at the
exterior door of his unit. A female voice
claiming to be a caretaker (employee of the
facility) asked to come in and use the phone.
The resident did not recognize the voice as
belonging to an employee of the facility, but
allowed her to come inside. The resident heard
the “caretaker” moving around the apartment
and move the curtains to look outside before
asking him for a bag. The “caretaker” left and
then returned, this time entering from the inner
door that leads to the shared hallway. The
“caretaker” asked the blind resident for change
for a hundred dollar bill, then asked to borrow
twenty dollars. He “loaned” her twenty dollars

and gave her permission to use his bathroom.
Case in point #2:

Officers were “priority dispatched” to a doctor’'s
office; a nurse saw someone in the parking lot
pointing a semi-automatic firearm out of his
car window, change the magazines in the gun,
and look at himself in the rear view mirror. The
nurse recognized the person as a patient and
was “very alarmed,” stating she “had no idea
what he was up to or possibly planning.”

Responding officers interviewed the subject,
who had police-style overhead lights installed
on his vehicle. Inside the car, officers found
two realistic looking “toy” guns, a police-style
flashlight, and a baseball cap with a badge logo
on it. Since the guns were not pointed at
anyone, and since it is not illegal to possess
police-style equipment, the only crime involved
was poor judgment. While there was no
mention of impersonating a police officer, the
suspect certainly had all of the equipment to do
so.

Case in point #3:

An employee reported she received a phone
call from a female using a blocked phone
number. The female identified herself as a
police officer and requested personal
information about the employee, the employer,
phone numbers, etc. When asked to identify
which police agency she worked for, the caller
threatened to “put out a warrant for her” or
“arrest her for being an accessory to a crime.”
The same person called three times during a
twenty-four hour period asking the same
questions.
(continued on page 4)
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Crimes Occurring on Business Property
For the Months of July and August, 2007

COMMERCIAL ROBBERY LOSS
1600 block NE 30th St The suspect walked into the business carrying a plastic bag. He left the bag and $141
2:18 a.m. walked out. Another customer came in, made a purchase, and left. The employee

called the owner to tell him that someone left a package in the store and that it
looked like the same person who had robbed the business before. The employee
went outside to see where the suspect had gone and saw the suspect walking
towards the business with a cloth over his nose and mouth. The suspect had his
hand in his sweater and implied he had a gun pointed at the employee. The
employee opened the cash register and the suspect removed the cash. The
suspect left after telling the employee he had “friends outside with guns” and not to
follow him.  Crime Prevention Suggestions: Keep no more than $50 in the cash
register at all times, and post signs stating “no more than $50 in the register.”
Contact the Crime Prevention Unit to conduct a security survey at your business to
make recommendations to reduce the opportunity for crime at your business.

100 block SW 7th St The business employee was getting ready to leave when two suspects entered the $8,000
9:51 p.m. business. One of the suspects pointed a gun at her and took the bank bag she

was carrying. The suspects left and drove away. The employee did not see what

kind of vehicle the suspects left in or which direction they went. Latent fingerprints

were lifted from the door. Crime Prevention Suggestions: Prepare and drop bank

deposits during daylight hours and when more than one employee is on duty.

Vary the time of day, the person making the deposit, and the type of container the

deposit is carried in. If your business is mostly cash-based, install a time-lock safe

and consider using an armored transport company.

COMMERCIAL BURGLARY LOSS
1200 block Monster Rd Officers were dispatched to a metal theft in progress at a business that has been $500
SW frequently targeted by thieves. Two suspects running from the business were

detained and arrested. Entry was gained through an overgrown access path. (recovered)

One suspect said she was sent to collect scrap metal and had permission from “a
guy.” When asked if she had contacted anyone at the business, the suspect said
no. When asked why she didn’t drive to the front entrance and instead entered
the business property via covert means, she was unable to provide a response.
Both suspects were arrested for Felony Investigation of Burglary. Crime
Prevention Suggestions: Metal theft is rampant. All property, including metal
items, should be secured inside locked buildings whenever possible. Exterior
business lots should be fenced and clearly posted with “No Trespassing” signs.

4000 block Maple Valley Entry to business was gained by throwing a rock through the window pane of a $500
Hwy glass door. Suspect/s smashed a 60 television screen, damaged computers,

and stole several bottles of liquor. Some of the bottles were located throughout

the business and business exterior. The suspects moved one security camera so

that it would not record the incident, but the crime was recorded by another video

camera. Latent fingerprints were lifted from the scene and submitted to the Crime

Lab. Crime Prevention Suggestions: Apply a layer of Security Film to windows

likely to be targeted by criminals. Security Film can increase the strength of the

glass by 300%, greatly increasing the amount of time and effort a criminal must

make to gain entry by breaking glass.

2800 NE Sunset Blvd Officers responded to a commercial alarm and discovered entry had been made $1,440
to the business via a forced/pried roof vent. Renton Fire Department responded
with a ladder truck so officers could access the roof. A K-9 search of the building
did not locate anyone inside. Once inside, suspect/s broke open two glass
display counters and removed merchandise. The alarm company and police
attempted to contact an employee or manager of the business without success.
Several hours later when the business opened, police were able to contact an
employee. Crime Prevention Suggestions: Inspect roof for access points and
secure appropriately. Make sure the police department has accurate emergency
contact information on file for your business—download the form from the City
website at www.rentonwa.gov.
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Crimes Occurring on Business Property
For the Months of July and August, 2007
(continued)

COMMERCIAL BURGLARY, continued LOSS

800 block SW Grady Wy Business manager reports several vehicles on the business lot were entered and items $1,190
including appliances and liquor were stolen from inside the vehicles. Entry to the
business lot was gained by cutting a chain link fence. There was no sign of forced
entry to the vehicles. Crime Prevention Suggestions: All vehicles on the business lot
should be locked when not in immediate use. Consider weaving barbed or razor wire
through chain link fencing in isolated locations.

3900 block NE 4th St Suspect/s gained entry to the business by prying the rear door and lock. Once inside, $0
suspect/s damaged the cash registers and removed the cash drawer (no cash was
inside). The business owner responded and said nothing appeared to be missing from
the business. Crime Prevention Tips: Install latch guards over all exterior door locks to
make the lock more difficult to pry. Remove cash from cash registers after hours, and
leave the register drawer open so it is obvious that no cash is inside.

300 block Renton Center ~ The suspect was observed by employees stuffing merchandise, that had not been paid $404
Way SW for, into a duffel bag. The manager located the suspect at a service counter, where the  (recovered

suspect was using the business’ phone and stuffing a carton of cigarettes, that had not

been paid for, into the duffle bag. The manager asked the suspect for her receipt as

she was exiting the first set of doors, at which point a second suspect stepped in front

of the manager. The second suspect grabbed the manager, squeezing his arm and

ripping his shirt. The first suspect dropped the store merchandise, and the second

suspect threw a can of hairspray at the manager, striking him in the leg. Both suspects

got into a waiting red van and left the area. The manager suffered bruises, scratches,

and a torn shirt. The incident was reported to police two hours later. Crime Prevention

Tips: Report criminal activity immediately to 9-1-1; the sooner officers are notified and

able to respond, the more likely criminals are to be caught.

500 block Williams Ave S Unknown suspect/s pried open two storage cabinets and stole stereo and P.A. $3,000

equipment. There were no signs of forced entry to the building; it is unknown how the
suspect/s got in. The business did not know the brand or serial numbers for the stolen
equipment. Crime Prevention Tip: Make a record of the brand, model and serial
number of all business equipment, and store the list in a safe location away from the
business. This information is required in order to list the stolen property in the state
and nationwide stolen property registry, and may be necessary in order to retrieve any
stolen property that is recovered by police.

500 block SW 16th St A patrol officer observed the suspect inside a fenced business yard in the middle of the $300

night, throwing boxes of merchandise over the fence into the bed of a truck. The  (recovered
suspect, wearing all dark clothing, ducked behind the truck and out of sight. A very
dirty subject with fresh scrapes on his face and hands and thorns in his clothing was
(later) located nearby. The subject had a confirmed felony warrant and was arrested.
The truck the shingles had been thrown into had been stolen from Seattle. Thirty-six
boxes of shingles were recovered from the stolen truck. There was no sign of forced
entry to the business lot. Crime Prevention Tip: Secure merchandise indoors
whenever possible. Install barbed or razor wire atop chain link fencing, and weave it
vertically through the fence where appropriate.

6100 block NE 3rd Ct The owner of a construction company reports suspect/s stripped about 2000 feet of $4,000
copper wiring from a residence that is under construction. There were no windows or
doors on the structure, so no force was necessary to gain entry. Crime Prevention Tip:
Modify the construction schedule so items of value such as copper wiring are not
installed until it is possible to lock the building.

Auto Thefts: There were 53 cars reported stolen in Renton during the month of July, 2007.
There were 65 cars reported stolen in Renton during the month of August, 2007.

Auto Recoveries: Renton Police recovered 21 vehicles that were stolen outside the City during July 2007.
Renton Police recovered 32 vehicles that were stolen outside the City during August 2007.
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. . . . CITY HALL
Bad Guys in Disguise, continued

Each of these stories is true and occurred within the past two | Information  430-6400
months in Renton. Remember: You are most vulnerable where | Desk
you are most comfortable. At work. At home. In your car. At]|Economic 430-6575

stores and other businesses that you frequent. Development

Criminals are sneaky! They will appear to be someone you trust| Fire 430-7000
(a caregiver, a member of the clergy, someone from your bank, a | Prevention

police officer). They will appeal to your kindness and generosity | g ;siness 430-7520

(someone in need, a charitable organization) and will use your|\yatch
belief in the goodness of mankind to prey on you—to get access

to your residence (and steal your cash, prescriptions, credit cards, | Block Watch  430-7521

peace of mind), to get access to your personal information (to|Human 430-6650
steal your identity), and to victimize you. Services
Don’t let your guard down in the places where you are most|City Clerk 430-6510
comfortable! Just because it looks like a sheep doesn’t| Utility 430-7234
mean it isn’t a wolf! Systems
Police 430-7500
Department
Code 430-7269
Enforcement




