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CONSTRUCTION CRIMES - HEAVY EQUIPMENT THEFT
METALS THEFT

Free Training Class!

Identifying Problems - Finding Solutions for Law Enforcement and Industry Personnel

Wednesday, January 16, 2008, 12:30 PM - 4:30 PM
Council Chambers, on the 7th floor of Renton City Hall, 1055 S Grady Way, Renton, WA 98057

The Renton Police Department Crime Prevention Unit, Construction Industry Crime Prevention Program of the Pacific
Northwest (CICP), and National Equipment Register (NER) present an in-depth, free seminar for area law enforcement
and industry personnel on the related subjects of heavy equipment, metals (scrap) theft, and construction related
criminal activity in the Pacific Northwest and nationally.

The seminar will provide a fundamental examination of these related issues and instructors will discuss the many
resources available for contractors, equipment owners, and law enforcement personnel

For industry personnel, the seminar will address:

Job site, dealership and rental yard security issues

Proactive measures to reduce risk on both equipment and metals
Recognizing criminal activity within the industry

Understanding the new legislation on metals crimes

Resources available for crime prevention

Communicating effectively with law enforcement

For law enforcement, the seminar will address:

¢ Detailed discussion of past and current machine and metals identification trends
¢ Stolen machine and material recognition, including new case studies

* Overcoming the barriers inherent to equipment investigations

¢ Increasing issue awareness and improving reporting

e Communicating with industry effectively

Registration is required for this FREE event. Contact NER at 866-663-7872, or by email to
Dmossman@nerusa.com with your full name, company or agency, phone number, and email address. The
deadline for registration is January 14, 2008.

Questions or need more information?
NER- David Grant Mossman (866) 663-7872 or dmossman@nerusa.com
CICP PNW- Karen Blythe (503) 618-8871 or cicp@comcast.net
Renton Police Department- Terri Vickers (425) 430-7520 or Tvickers@ci.renton.wa.us
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Crimes Occurring on Business Property
For the Month of November 2007

COMMERCIAL ROBBERY LOSS
2000 block Benson Rd S The suspect entered the business carrying a 12-inch knife and yelling for $150
3:15a.m. money. He was wearing rubber gloves and was alone. The suspect grabbed

money from the cash drawer and fled. A K-9 track was conducted with
negative results. The incident was recovered by security cameras. Crime
Prevention Tip: Keep the balance of the cash drawer at the minimum level
possible, as one “good haul” will encourage the suspect to return. Post signs
stating “No more than $50 in the cash register” at customer entrances.

COMMERCIAL BURGLARY LOSS

400 block Rainier Ave N Officers were dispatched to a commercial alarm, and arrived to find an open unknown

door on a refrigerated semi-trailer. The padlock from the door was on the
ground and appeared to have been pried off. The dispatcher and police
specialists attempted to contact the owner or manager of the building
without success. The trailer door was closed but officers were unable to
lock it, or to reach anyone to lock it. Crime Prevention Tip: Update your
business emergency contact information regularly. Download the form at
www.rentonwa.gov or call 425-430-7520 to have one mailed to you.

800 block SW 7th St An employee noticed a vehicle parked almost directly in front of the locked $0
main entrance. He confronted the two occupants, whom he didn’t recognize
as employees, who claimed to be waiting for a friend and drove off. The
employee later noticed a coat hangar on the floor near the vending
machine, which he believes the subjects used to poke through the double
doors and pull the handle open to allow access. Once inside, the suspect(s)
drilled a hole near the lock of the vending machine. A security camera
monitoring the area had been moved to point away from the area. A partial
license plate for the suspect vehicle was provided. Nothing appeared to be
missing from the business. Damage to the door and vending machine was
estimated at $500. Crime Prevention Tip: Check your business doors and
windows for possible access points, and “think like a criminal would” (using
a hanger to pull a lever-style handle, for example). Contact the Crime
Prevention Unit to request a free security survey of your business.

500 block S 2nd St Officers responded to an alarm and found damage to a window. The $0
window screen was lying on the ground and a small hole and crack were
present in the window. The business owner responded and confirmed that
entry had not been made. Crime Prevention Tip: Glass windows can be
treated with an application of Security Film, which will increase the strength
of the glass up to three hundred percent, greatly increasing the amount of
time and effort a criminal must take to gain illegal access to your business.

1100 block Oakesdale Ave Victim reports his laptop computer, coins, and jewelry were stolen from his $2,290
SW hotel room. Pry marks were located near the door lock indicating forced

entry to the room. Other small items of value, such as a cell phone, were

not taken, and it does not appear any drawers or cupboards were opened.

Crime Prevention Tip: Take laptop computers with you when possible, and

secure them with a cable lock if they must be left unattended. Use

passwords to protect data, and limit data storage to information that is not

confidential or classified,

600 block S 4th St Officers responded to an alarm with trips in multiple areas of the business. (recovered)
An arriving officer observed a suspect and ordered him to stop. The
suspect led officers on a foot pursuit that ended when the suspect was
contacted by a police K-9. The suspect claimed he was in the area to
purchase snack food and ran because he heard it was a bad area and was
afraid of getting beat up. The business office had been ransacked and
several computers were missing (they were later located in the parking lot
concealed beneath a trash can lid). Entry to the business was gained by
breaking a window. The suspect was arrested and charged with Burglary
2nd degree. Crime Prevention Tip: Treat glass windows with an application
of Security Film.
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Crimes Occurring on Business Property
For the Month of November 2007 (continued)

COMMERCIAL BURGLARY LOSS

200 block llwaco PI SE Paint and painting equipment were stolen from a construction site. Entry to $1,500

the building was gained by breaking a window. Several other buildings on
the site were also burglarized. Officers later contacted a subject driving a
stolen vehicle containing some of the property stolen from the construction
site. The suspect was arrested and charged with Possession of Stolen
Property |1 and I, and with Residential Burglary. Crime Prevention Tip:
Construction sites are frequently targeted by thieves. Call the Crime
Prevention Unit at 425-430-7520 to request a copy of our “Crime Prevention
on the Construction Site” brochure, which offers a wide range of information
on preventing crime at construction sites.

3600 block NE 10th St An employee reported she arrived at work and found her dismantled unknown
computer and accessories stacked by the door. A total of six doorways were
forcibly entered in the business; it appears entry was made by prying the
doors. Suspect(s) also attempted to enter an exterior shed without success.
Crime Prevention Tip: Install latch guards over exterior door locks to make it
more difficult to gain access by damaging a door lock.

2200 Lind Ave SW Entry to a building under construction was gained via an unlocked door. $2,000
Suspect(s) stole a generator that was stored inside the building. Crime
Prevention Tip: Check to ensure that all exterior doors are secured prior to
leaving the business.

Auto Thefts: There were 23 vehicles reported stolen in Renton during November 2007.

Stolen Vehicle Recoveries: There were 17 vehicles stolen outside of Renton that were recovered in the City during
November 2007.

OTHER CRIMES OF INTEREST ON BUSINESS PROPERTY

4800 block NE 4th St Shoplift-turned-robbery: A store employee observed the suspect select several items and
place them in her purse, then leave without attempting to pay for them. The employee
approached the suspect and asked for her purse; the suspect told him, “No,” and started
to walk away. The employee grabbed the purse in attempt to recover the stolen
merchandise, and the suspect struck him in the face twice while trying to pull the purse
away. The suspect fled in a vehicle. $126 in merchandise was recovered from the
purse. With the license plate information the employee obtained, police were able to
locate the suspect. She was charged with Theft 3rd Degree and Assault 4th Degree.

700 block Rainier Ave S Store Security observed the suspects push a shopping cart containing unpaid
merchandise out of the store. Security attempted to detain the female suspect, who
struck the security guard 3-4 times. The male suspect came to the “aid” of his co-
conspirator, striking the employee nine times in the head and face before fleeing the
scene. The employee, who blacked out during the assault, sustained facial injuries and a
large lump on her head. The suspect(s) got away with four laptop computers; one was
recovered by security.

Counterfeit Bill Update

In addition to the “usual’” appearance of counterfeit bills, suspects in the area have been passing
counterfeit fifty-dollar bills produced by bleaching five dollar bills and printing over the top of them. Some
of the known counterfeit bills have the following serial numbers:

GA09497687A GA10288179A EL45798584A CB38413599A
AB03025031C AL81305074B EGO7634111B IB37193537A

If your business encounters a suspected counterfeit bill, please call 9-1-1 immediately.
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ATM Scam Returns

Once again we are seeing reports of “skimmers”
attached to ATM’s. Used in conjunction with tiny video
cameras, thieves use the skimmers to capture your debit
card number and PIN, then use the information to
withdraw money from your account. A skimmer placed
on a single ATM in Renton last month, for less than 24
hours, netted information that the criminals used to steal
approximately $63,000 from customer accounts.

R

. ATM with Added-on
Some ways to protect yourself from ATM scams include: Card Slot

e Pull or tug on the ATM’s card slot or swipe reader
before inserting your card

« Make it a habit to frequent the same ATM, so you're likely to recognize any
changes to the appearance. Be wary of changes, and contact the financial
institution if your ATM appears physically different than before.

+ Immediately report any suspicious persons or activity in the area to 9-1-1

o Monitor your account regularly for fraudulent activity

o Entirely conceal the keypad from view when you enter your PIN




