Protectivg TrRees From ConsTrucmion Damace®

Arz you planining to bulld or remiadel 2 homa? Are you going to expand or pave
your driveway Ara your cty's strests, curbs, skewales, and burled wlllmies atout
10 be widenad, modernized, o replaced? Befare consinuction beging, conslder
ihe Impact on tress.

Carsful free protection will help you avold the expense ang neartache of kater
repaking or remaving trees that were located too close to construchion actviilies
(822 “How Close |5 Tos Closa?™ below). Depending on the type of construction
ard proximity 1o frees, you may e abke to protect the tress yourses, or it may
pe best bo consul win an arponst fo design. implement, and enforcs & tree
protecton plan.

Start planning earky. To minimize costs and ncrease e lkeinoog of successful
ree presenvation, start tres protection planning as soom a3 possbie.

How Close Is Too Close?
Defining The Protected Root Zone (PRI)

The tree's Profected Rool Zone (PRZ) can be
ldentiliad as Follows:

1. Measure the diameter (wiih) of the
trunk at chest helght, to the nearest inch.
To @0 tnis, eRner wrap a tape measure
around the trunk and divide that number
by 3 or hold a yard stick up 1o the trunk
and approximate the dlstance.

2. Multiplty hat numbser by 1.5 for mature
or siregsed tress or by 1.0 for young,
heakny frees. Express the result In feet.

3. Measure that distance from the tnunk of SRZ rndin (5] =
e tree. The area within this radius Is 1J]ﬂ-|'1.5li'|l‘kﬂi.lﬂd!r[l'|:l
e Protected Root Zane (PRZ).
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Froecing Thee= from Coasiucion Dameges

The activities Isted below all negatively Impact iree
roots. To protect wour trees, defing the Profecied
Roct Zone (PRZ), and keap these activiies away
fram this area, at & minimim.

Storing Materials and Moving Equipment
Soll compaction |5 ans of the man kilsrs of urkan
tress. Stockplling bulding materals, using heavy
machinery, and excessive ool traMe &l compacd
e soll. To minlmize gamags, Instal orangs
polyprapylene or chaln Ing fencing and post "0
Jimltz" signs around the PRZ of e trees you plan
wosave. Cnecy the fance oflen to be sure hat s
g2l Intact and s=ndng 36 @ bamler.

Changing the Grade

Adding or remosing 3s llite as 2 Inches of sall in the
2RZ can K 3 e, To minimize damage, consult
an aroar st abou? methods to protect the roats IF

fll needs 10 be agded or soll needs to ke removed
within the PRZ.

Excavating

I wility or Irgation lInes cannof be relocaesd
outsidz e fres’s PRZ, reduce root damage by
requiring tunnaling under the tres's root system
{Instead of trenching through ). Specialzed
equipment that blows 500l away from the noots using
compressed alr aliows uilibes to b= placed with
wery Ittie root damage. Otherwise soll funneling
equipment can be used, reducing root damage by
up 1o 25 percent companad with renching.

For all @igging operatiens, Inslst that exposed rools
b2 cul cieanly 1o gromote quick wound closure and
regeneration. Vibratony plows, chaln frenchers,
stump gringers. and hand iools 80 3 bether job at
this than bulidozars and backhoes.

#wald excavaling during hot, dry weather, kesp
the plants wel watered beore and a'ter digghg:
and cower exposed roots with soll, muleh, or gamp
burlap a5 5000 35 posslble.

Paving
To minimize damage, keep walkways ai least 3 feat
from ihe anticlpated mature fruni
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