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APPENDIX A: RENTON PARK SYSTEM INVENTORY

Table A-1 Renton Park System Inventory

Diamond Multi-
Shaped Rectangular Purpose Tennis Basketball Picnic Outdoor Indoor Rentable  Programmable Parking Parking Recreation Center Building
Park Acres Status Fields Fields Fields Courts Courts Play Eqgpt. Open Lawn Trail/ Access  Shelter Swimming Restrooms Restrooms Space Space Spaces Area (SF) Misc. Faciliti Type**
NEIGHBORHOOD PARK
Burnett Linear Park* 11 Developed Yes Yes v Trail, Plaza
Cascade Park 10.8 Developed Yes Yes Trails
Cleveland/Richardson Property 23.8 | Undeveloped ‘ ‘
Earlington Park* 1.5 Developed 1 Yes Yes
Edlund Property 17.7 | Undeveloped ‘ ‘
Glencoe Park* 0.5 Developed Yes Yes
Heritage Park 9.2 Developed ‘ ‘ 1 0.5 Yes Yes v 1 1 v 5 3,000 Soft-surface loop trail
Jones Park 1.1 Developed Yes Yes v 1 Trail
Kennydale Beach Park* 1.3 Developed ‘ ‘ Yes Beach 1 12 2,700
Kennydale Lions Park 5.5 Developed 1 1 Yes Yes 1 v v 38 26,000 Activity
Kiwanis Park 9.2 Developed ‘ ‘ 1 2 1 Yes Yes 1 v v 53 25,000 Activity
Maplewood Park 2.0 Developed 1 1 Yes 1 v
May Creek/McAskill 9.9 Undeveloped ‘ ‘
North Highlands Park and Neighborhood Center 2.6 Developed 1 Yes Yes 1 v v 16 12,600 Neighborhood
Parkwood South Div #3 Park* 0.6 Undeveloped ‘ ‘
Philip Arnold Park 11.1 Developed 1 2 1 Yes Yes 1 1 1 v v 55 27,000 Activity
Riverview Park 12.4 Developed Yes v 1 1 v 32 21,500 |Canoe launch, Interpretive trail
SE 186th Place Properties* 0.6 Undeveloped
Sunset Court Park* 0.8 Developed 0.5 Yes Yes
Talbot Hill Reservoir Park 2.6 Developed ‘ ‘ 3 Yes Portable 14 8,500 |Tennis practice board
Thomas Teasdale Park 9.7 Developed 1 1 Yes Yes 1 1 v v 47 23,000 Activity
Tiffany Park 6.7 Developed ‘ ‘ 1 2 1 Yes Yes 1 v v 33 10,700 Activity
Windsor Hills Park 4.6 Developed 0.5 Yes Yes
Subtotal Neighborhood Park ~ 145.5 0 0 7 10 8.5 16 16 4 5 1 8 4 9 6 305 160,000
COMMUNITY PARK
Cedar River Park 20.1 Developed 1 Yes v Aquatic Center 2 v v 373 150,000 Community Center, Theatre
Cedar River Trail Park 16.7 Developed ‘ ‘ Yes v 1 1 127 86,750 |Small boat launch, Boathouse
Highlands Park and Neighborhood Center 10.8 Developed 1 1 2 2 Yes 1 v v 25 33,000 Neighborhood
Liberty Park 11.1 Developed 2 ‘ ‘ 3 1 Yes Yes v 1 2 v 168 50,000 Skatepark, Grandstand Administration Building
NARCO Property 24.1 Undeveloped v Dog Park (Temporary)
Ron Regis Park 43.4 Developed 1 1 2 1 Yes v Portables 115 50,000 Two undeveloped field spaces are currently used, one as a practice field and one as a
temporary cricket pitch
Subtotal Community Park ~ 126.2 4 1 4 5 4 3 3 5 2 1 6 1 3 2 808 369,750
REGIONAL PAR
Gene Coulon Memorial Beach Park 51.3 Developed 2 0 Yes Yes v 4 Beach 4 v 390 275,000 |Two restaurants (one with separate restrooms); Eight lane boat launch; boat launch parking -
123 stalls; Day moorage with six finger piers; Waterwalk with two floating picnic pads;
Swimming beach with waterwalk; Picnic pavilion; Bathhouse with concession stand, restrooms;
Five wooden bridges; Fishing pier with shelter; Canoe launch with wooden float; Sailing club;
Two sand volleyball courts; Horseshoe court.
Subtotal Regional Park ~ 51.3 0 0 0 2 0 1 1 1 4 1 4 0 1 0 390 275,000
SPECIAL USE PARK
Community Garden/Greenhouse 0.6 Developed
Maplewood Golf Course 192.3 Developed v 1 v 191 70,000
Maplewood Roadside Park 1.1 Developed ‘ ‘
Piazza & Gateway 1.2 Developed v
Senior Activity Center Property 31 Developed v 1 v v 100 26,700 Patio, Fountain Senior Center
Sit In Park 0.5 Developed ‘ ‘ v
Tonkin Park 0.2 Developed Bandstand
Veterans Memorial Park 0.2 Developed ‘ ‘
Subtotal Special Use Park 96,700
NATURAL AREA
Black River Riparian Forest Natural Area
Cedar River Natural Area 250.8 | Natural Area v
Honey Creek Greenway 42.6 Natural Area ‘ ‘ v
Lake Street Open Space 0.3 Natural Area
May Creek Greenway 34.2 Natural Area ‘ ‘
Panther Creek 4A Parcel 3.7 Natural Area
Panther Creek Wetlands 53.2 Natural Area ‘ ‘
Renton Wetlands 139.2 | Natural Area v Boardwalk
Springbrook Watershed 52.2 Natural Area ‘ ‘
Subtotal Open Space Park ~ 670.6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 660
CORRIDOR
Cedar River Trail Corridor (City Owned) 12.9 Developed v
Subtotal Corridors ~ 12.9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total All Parks and Natural Areas 902,110

* Parks that have been provisionally classified even thought they do not meet minimum size or other design guidelines
Properties not owned outright by Renton are not included in total acreages
** In 2010 All activity buildings were closed due to budget cuts
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APPENDIX A: RENTON PARK SYSTEM INVENTORY

Table A-2: Renton School District Facilities

School
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

Site Acreage

Building SF

Diamond Shaped
Fields

Multi-Use
Rectangular Fields Fields

Tennis Basketball
Court Court

Play Eqpt.

Theatre/
Gym* Indoor Pool  Auditorium Facilities

Benson Hill Elementary 15.1 64,898 1 1
Bryn Mawr Elementary 5.7 47,924 1
Campbell Hill Elementary 9.0 55,624 1 1
Cascade Elementary 14.9 57,121 2 1
Hazelwood Elementary 15.0 63,451 1 1
Highlands Elementary 6.8 58,966 1 1
Honeydew Elementary 12.4 54,620 3 1
Kennydale Elementary 7.0 64,733 2 1
Lakeridge Elementary 8.0 52,958 1
Maplewood Elementary 8.7 54,634 1 1
Renton Park Elementary 9.6 63,826 2 1
Sierra Heights Elementary 15.4 53,992 1 1
Talbot Hill Elementary 11.2 56,845 1 1
Tiffany Park Elementary 9.7 58,758 1 1
Subtotal Elementary 148.5 808,350 2 0 15 0 0 0 14 0 0
DD 00
Dimmitt Middle School 15.1 109,070 1 1
Mcknight Middle School 20.2 126,706 3 1 4 2
Nelsen Middle School 21.1 124,234 1 4 1
Subtotal Middle Schools 56.4 360,010 3 2 5 6 ND ND 4 0 0
00
Nelsen Middle School 12.1 65,000
Secondary Learning Center (Future) 33.8 299,495 1 1 2 4 1 1
Hazen High School 37.3 229,006 2 1 1 1 1
Lindbergh High School 25.8 311,081 1 3
Subtotal High Schools 109.0 904,582 4 2 5 9 ND ND 1 2 2
OTHER 00 A
Facilities, Ops. & Maintenance Center 6.4 25,668
Hillcrest Early Childhood Center 7.4 41,558 1 1
Kholwes Education Center 4.7 57,200
Renton Academy (Former Hazelwood ES) 10.0 52,924 2
Renton Stadium 16.8 N/A 1
Sartori Learning Center (Re-Entry) 3.3 39,345
Spring Glen (H.O.M.E. Program) 10.0 31,843 1
New Transportation Center N/A 18,441
Renton Ikea Performing Arts Center ND ND
Subtotal Other Schools 58.6 266,979 0 3 3 0 ND ND 0 0 1
otal All P 9,9 9 8 0 Da 0 Da 9

* Only gyms available to the City of Renton for recreation programming are listed
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APPENDIX B: DECISION MAKING TOOLS

TOOLS FOR DECISION MAKING

This appendix introduces four tools used to assist in decision making during the development of the
Parks, Recreation and Natural Areas Plan. These tools will also assist in Plan implementation. The tools
draw on analysis of the park system guided by the project committees and informed by the community.
These tools are developed with the understanding that Renton will have a wide variety of projects

to complete to achieve the vision of the plan. Some projects were identified during the planning
process and others will arise during the implementation of the plan. These tools will assist staff, the
Parks Commission and elected officials make the difficult decisions about which projects should move

forward first. Four tools are described below.

I.RECREATION PROGRAM EVALUATIONTOOL

This tool elaborates on the proposed target outcomes from the Community Needs Assessment and
walks evaluating staff through a discussion about alignment with the objectives and resources. While
this plan process does not include evaluation of each and every program offered by the City, this tool
will help staff evaluate the success of an existing program or potential of a new idea. When evaluating
existing programs actual performance measures could also be integrated into the discussion, but

for flexibility this tool refers to general ratings of the return on the community’s investment in the
program. New programming suggestions will be evaluated to assist in the overall prioritization criteria

ranking.

2. DESIGN GUIDELINES

This tool updates and expands prior plan descriptions of what should, what could and what should not
be included in the development of each park type. This tool also helps to make decisions about size and
locations for future parks. Design guidelines deal with the physical features of a park. The management,

maintenance and operations of the sites are addressed separately.
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3. PRIORITIZATION CRITERIA

The wide range of projects, from natural area enhancement to new fitness programs to a new play
feature require a set of criteria that evaluate how a specific project relates to the plan vision. Scoring a
project against these criteria allows for the sorting of disparate projects into an ordered list that focuses
community resources. The criteria scoring intentionally avoids the question of funding, focusing instead
on the projects that most directly address the vision and leaving funding availability as an over-arching

discussion in the implementation portion of the plan.

4. CAPITAL AND OPERATIONS COST MODEL

This tool facilitates cost figure development for the capital and operations of park sites. The costs

are based on the existing recreation amenities and additional features in the project list. These
recommended projects come from the community’s ideas (as well as previously identified projects)
filtered and added to during the needs assessment. The discussion of the decision making tools will
also help refine this list as ideas are tested and design guidelines are agreed on. To develop a “planning
level” idea of the costs associated with these projects a series of assumptions need to be reviewed. The
development of this tool begins with identifying the major cost drivers of park development, adding

features, maintaining and operating parks in Renton.
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|I.RECREATION PROGRAM EVALUATIONTOOL

The City of Renton Community Services Department provides a wide variety of classes, activities and
events referred to here generically as “programs.” This tool is designed to help the City evaluate existing
recreation programs and proposed new programs to see how well they achieve the target outcomes

identified in the Parks, Recreation and Natural Areas Plan.

RECREATION PROGRAMMING TARGET OUTCOMES

In the box below, write the program or event being evaluated. Check off each planning outcome that
is supported by this program or event. Questions for consideration are included below each outcome

along with a space for your thoughts or comment on the particular outcome.

Program/Event: 4

Outcome: Encouraging people to try new things, develop new skills, and/or
maintain existing skills.
e |s the class structured to teach beginners/novices or a mix of skill levels?
e |s this a unique program that users cannot find elsewhere?

¢ |sthe program associated with a current or new trend in recreation?

Outcome: Adding healthy activities to participant lifestyles.

e Does the class involve healthy food (garden, prep, shop) or health
education?

e Does the class or event engage participants in fitness or exercise?

Outcome: Fostering a connection to the natural environment.

e Does the program support environmental education or nature
interpretation?

e Do participants interact with natural areas or observe wildlife?

Outcome: Creating positive activities and fun environments for youth.

e Does the class promote positive self-esteem and team building for youth?

¢ Does the class engage youth in fitness or social activities?

Outcome: Facilitating gatherings and bringing the community together.
¢ Does the event have a community-wide, city-wide or regional audience?
e Does this program/event appeal to diverse groups?

e Does the program/event provide opportunities for multiple generations
or families?
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Program/Event: v

Outcome: Promoting individual and community development.

e Does the program provide or support life skills?

e Does the program/event provide opportunities for interactions with
other community members?

e Does the program/event provide opportunities to connect with City
officials?

Outcome: Offering a range of options for different income levels and different abilities.

e Does the event/program serve seniors, special needs, or other targeted
vulnerable populations?

e Is the program affordable for the people it is designed to serve?

e Is this program offered where/when the users who need it can attend?

Outcome: Adapting to new demographics and preferences.

e Does the event/program support diverse demographic and cultural
groups in Renton?

e Does this program support underserved demographic or cultural groups?

e |s the program associated with a current or new trend in recreation?

Outcome: Offering programs that are responsive to community demands or interest.
e Do surveys or public input indicate the demand?

e Does current program demand exceed availability?

RETURN ON INVESTMENT

In addition to supporting program outcomes, each program/event should maximize the impact of

community resources invested in it. For each category, circle the appropriate response.

Number of people served (or who benefit from program/event) Some Many Most
Amount/Cost of Community Investment (Net of any user fees) Low Med High
Facilities/Equipment Needed to Support Program/Event Existing New
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EVALUATION RESULTS

Fill in the blanks below based on your responses above:

This program/event supports of nine outcomes identified in the PROSNR System Plan.
It serves people, and has a cost.
It would require facilities and equipment to continue or begin.

RECOMMENDATION

___ Continue/begin this program.
____Expand this program.
____Reevaluate this program in six months or one year.

____Discontinue or do not offer this program.

OTHER COMMENTS
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2. DESIGN GUIDELINES

INTENT

These guidelines provide direction for the development and modification of City of Renton parks. For
each of the five park classifications the guidelines describe the purpose of the park type along with

the features that are appropriate to that purpose. The City of Renton recognizes that development
must comply with county, state and federal regulations that may result in conflicts with the guidelines
presented in this document. In such a case, the final design of any facility must comply with the existing
regulatory requirements. In addition, some parks and facilities that are currently owned and managed
by the city may not meet these design guidelines. Parks and facilities that do not meet these new

guidelines have been provisionally classified into the closest park category.
The intent of the design guidelines is to:
e Uphold the City of Renton Comprehensive Plan;
e Protect and enhance the City’s quality of life and community image; and

e Encourage functional, safe and aesthetically pleasing development while maintaining

compatibility with the surrounding environment.

e Ensure the distribution of park facilities and experiences consistent with the Parks, Recreation

and Natural Areas Plan.

ORGANIZATION

The guidelines are organized by park classification. For each park classification, there are five design
guidelines categories:
e Size and Access: The size of a park, and particularly the developable area, determines the
type of park and uses possible at the site. Access addresses the frontages, preferred modes of

transportation and entrances to the site.

e Recommended Resources: There is a minimum set of park resources needed for a park location
to meet the objectives developed from community input and analyzed in the Community Needs
Assessment. Items listed in this sub-heading are intended to be required elements for the given

park classification.
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e Additional Resources: The park resources identified in this sub-heading are additional resources
for consideration. If site size allows, other resources can be incorporated into the park as long
as the impacts of the resource do not exceed the capacity of the size and scale of the intended

park site classification.

e Structures: If a structure is identified for the park site, additional review and standards will
come into play. This section also calls out what non-recreation structures need additional

consideration before being located within park sites.

e |ncompatible Resources: In some cases, there are park resources that conflict with the purpose

and character of a particular park classification.

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS

INTENT
Provide close-to-home recreation opportunities for nearby residents, who typically live within walking
and bicycling distance (.25-.5miles) of the park in a residential setting.
SIZE AND ACCESS
¢  Minimum developable park size: 2 acres
e Property faces front facades of adjacent development

e Access from local street or trail

RECOMMENDED OUTDOOR RECREATION RESOURCES

e Children’s play area e Trees (for shade and to preserve
e At least one picnic table, one bench urban canopy cover)
and grill e Park identification sign
¢ Internal pathway system e Site furnishings (trash receptacles,
e Perimeter path or sidewalks bike rack, etc.)

e Open turf area
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Neighborhood or Recreation scale
sport fields

Sport courts

Other small-scale active recreation
resources (skate spot, horseshoe
pits, etc.)

Natural areas

Water

Court Lights

Limited off street parking

COMPATIBLE BUILDINGS

Restroom

Other small building

APPENDIX B: DECISION MAKING TOOLS

e Community garden
e Shelter, shade structure or gazebo

e Pedestrian-scale lighting

e Lights
e Kiosks
e Signage

e Public art or historic element

Buildings and immediate landscaping should follow Low Impact Development practices (EN-31)

Buildings constructed within parks should be built to LEED Silver standard or better (EN-32)

INCOMPATIBLE RESOURCES
Destination facilities or resources with community wide draw

Sport field lighting
Sport field complexes

Full-service recreation centers

Swimming pools (indoor or outdoor)
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COMMUNITY PARKS

INTENT

Provide opportunities for active recreation and organized play in a location that can accommodate

increased traffic and demand, while also serving the neighborhood park function for nearby residents.

SIZE AND ACCESS
¢  Minimum developable park size: 10 acres

e Access from a higher order public street on at least one side for main park entry

e Main park entry should front a street with transit or bicycle route when applicable

e Secondary access to the park from a public local access street or trail preferred

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
e Children’s play area, medium to
large-scale

e Picnic tables, benches, and grills

e Enclosed or open picnic shelter
with grill (capacity of 40-100)

e Pathway system connecting
internal park facilities

e Recreational or Competitive sport
fields (minimum of 2 diamond or
rectangular)

e Sports court
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Permanent restrooms
Off-street parking

Open turf area for sitting and
informal play

Trees (for shade and to preserve
urban canopy cover)

Park identification sign

Site furnishings (trash receptacles,
bike rack, etc.)

Water



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Swimming pools/aquatic facilities
Spray park

Sports complex

Community garden

Upgraded utility service to support
special events

Water access
Skatepark, BMX park

Flower beds

COMPATIBLE BUILDINGS

Community building

APPENDIX B: DECISION MAKING TOOLS

e Off-leash dog area

e Natural areas

e Public art or historic element

e Field, court, or pedestrian lights
e Trails

e Skate spots, bocce court, etc.

e Kiosks

e Signage

Special facilities such as a boathouse, theater or interpretive center

Maintenance/storage facilities

Restrooms (preferably integrated into

other buildings)

Concession

Buildings and immediate landscaping should follow Low Impact Development practices (EN-31)

Buildings constructed within parks should be built to LEED Silver standard or better (EN-32)

INCOMPATIBLE RESOURCES

Regional-scale facilities (arboretum, botanical garden, regional sports complex)
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REGIONAL PARKS

INTENT
Provide destination park locations that can accommodate communitywide and regional traffic and

demand, while also fulfilling the function of a community and neighborhood park for nearby residents.

SIZE AND ACCESS

e  Minimum developable park size: 50 acres
e Access from a higher order public street on at least one side for main park entry

e Park may have multiple main entries which should front a street with transit or bicycle route

when possible

e Secondary access points to the park from a public local access street or trail is encouraged

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

e Regional-scale facilities or e Water

resources with a regional draw e Infrastructure to support large
e Children’s play area with unique community events

features themed to reflect site e Restrooms

character

e Off-street parking

¢ Picnic tables, benches, and grills
e Large open turf area for events,

e Multiple enclosed or open picnic sitting and informal play

shelters with grill (capacity of 40-

100) e Trees (for shade and to preserve

urban canopy cover)
e Pathway system connecting site

. e Park identification sign
amenities

e Site furnishings (trash receptacles, * Pedestrian lighting

bike rack, etc.)
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
e Swimming pools/aquatic facilities
e Spray park

¢ Individual competitive sports fields
(baseball, cricket, football, rugby,
soccer, softball, multi-purpose)

e Regional sports complex
e Community garden

e Off-leash dog area

e Natural areas

e Public art or memorials
e Field or court lighting

* Flower beds

COMPATIBLE BUILDINGS
e Concessions, including restaurants

e Rentable event venues
e Community Building

¢ Maintenance facilities

APPENDIX B: DECISION MAKING TOOLS

Upgraded utility service to support
special events

Stage/amphitheatre
Trails
Public art or historic element

Wayfinding and interpretive
signage

Specialized sport courts (tennis
court, sand volleyball, handball)

Water access (boat ramp, docks)
Kiosks

Signage

e Unique or regional scale special facilities such as a regional aquatics center, water sports center

or interpretive center

e Buildings and immediate landscaping should follow Low Impact Development practices (EN-31)

e Buildings constructed within parks should be built to LEED Silver standard or better (EN-32)

INCOMPATIBLE RESOURCES

* No conflicting resources identified
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SPECIAL USE PARKS

INTENT
Provide space for unique features or places that create variety in the park system but cannot be

accommodated within other park sites due to size or location requirements.

SIZE AND ACCESS

e Size depends on the type of use proposed.

e Access from a higher order public street on at least one side for main park entry.

e Main park entry should front a street with transit or bicycle route when applicable.

e Access may be limited during certain times of the day or to specific recreation activities.

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

e Special use resource or facility

e Internal pathway system

e Park identification sign

e Site furnishings (trash receptacles, bike rack, etc.)

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

e Parking e Kiosk

e Water e Signage

e Lighting e Qutdoor Courts

e Public art or historic element e Children’s play areas
e Trails e Picnic shelters

Examples of potential special use facilities:
e Swimming pools/aquatic facilities

e Dog Parks

Skate parks/skate spots

Boating facilities

e Community gardens
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COMPATIBLE BUILDINGS

e Restrooms

Interpretive facilities

e Programmable spaces

e Community Building

e Rentable spaces

e Unique facilities that do not fit in other parks in the system

e Buildings and immediate landscaping should follow Low Impact Development practices (EN-31)

Buildings constructed within parks should be built to LEED Silver standard or better (EN-32)

INCOMPATIBLE RESOURCES

e Any resource that would conflict with the intended special purpose of the park.
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NATURAL AREA PARK

INTENT

Provide opportunities for users to interact with local nature or protect natural resources and systems
within the standards of the existing natural resource regulatory environment.

SIZE AND ACCESS

e Size of the natural area is variable, depending primarily on the extent of the natural resource
being protected.

e Access is dependent on size of property and type of natural area. Generally natural areas should
have at least one identified entrance accessible from a public street.

e Public access may be limited or excluded if the natural resource is deemed too fragile for
interaction. However maintenance access should be provided via trail or service road.
RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
e Park identification sign
e Site furnishings (trash receptacles, bike rack, etc.)

e Internal pathway system (if feasible)

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES COMPATIBLE BUILDINGS
Natural area parks with developable portions * Restroom
could incorporate elements of neighborhood, e Interpretive center
community and special use parks, and corridors. e Buildings and immediate landscaping
e Kiosk should follow Low Impact Development

S practices (EN-31)

e Signage

e Buildings constructed within parks should
be built to LEED Silver standard or better

e Water access (EN-32)

e Trail head and trail

e Off-street parking (if site is accessible)

INCOMPATIBLE RESOURCES

Conflicting resources will depend on the character and quality of the natural area.

If available, refer to the relevant natural area management plan for this site for additional guidance on

the appropriate character and uses with the natural area.
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CORRIDOR

INTENT
Narrow swaths of land that serve as connections between parks or to other destinations. Lands can
include public land, private partnerships and/or easements. A corridor site can be the location of a trail

or can provide a habitat linkage between two larger areas.

SIZE AND ACCESS
Size is dependent on corridor length and right-of-way or easement width and connectivity
RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

e Corridor identification signage

e Site furnishings (trash receptacles, bike rack, etc.)
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

e Trailhead

e Information kiosk

¢ Interpretive signage

e Off-street parking
COMPATIBLE BUILDINGS

e Restroom

e Generally corridors are not compatible with larger buildings due to their relatively small sites.

INCOMPATIBLE RESOURCES

e Any resource that conflicts with linkage.

PARKS, RECREATION AND NATURAL AREAS PLAN | 199



APPENDIX B: DECISION MAKING TOOLS

PARKS, NATURAL AREAS AND INFRASTRUCTURE

INTENT
To combine community benefits of infrastructure investment with the recreational benefits of park
land. The desired result is reducing the amount of land reserved for the exclusive use of infrastructure

and maximizing recreational value.

DEFINITIONS
Grey Infrastructure: The physical framework of the city, commonly thought of as the system of streets,

pipes, facilities, bridges, towers and power lines that provide essential services.

Green Infrastructure: Natural systems that perform some of the same essential services such as
cleaning water, and retaining stormwater run-off as well as many additional functions such as cleaning
the air, cooling our streets, and processing and storing carbon that would otherwise contribute to
atmospheric warming. Green infrastructure is often thought of in terms of multifunctional green
infrastructure, where one piece of land or natural system can provide multiple benefits to the

community. Green Infrastructure can exist in natural forms or be engineered for a particular purpose.

INFRASTRUCTURE IN PARKS AND NATURAL AREAS
The following considerations are critical to understanding how infrastructure can be integrated into

park sites and natural areas:
e Anyinfrastructure designed and scaled for serving park/natural area needs should be allowed.

e Additional capacity for needed or existing pipes, lines or facilities where the footprint within the

site remains the same as necessary for park services.

e Encourage the addition of green infrastructure designed to beautify areas that are not required

for the primary functions of a park or to enhance the capacity of systems within natural areas.

e Consider green or grey infrastructure that substitutes for standard elements (such as pervious

paving or reinforced turf substituting for traditional parking lot paving).

e If facilities such as pump stations are included, they should be designed to add to the park
experience through interpretation of the system or by including needed features such as

restrooms.

e In natural areas, consult the relevant management plan, if any, for more specifics about

compatible infrastructure uses.
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Avoid any infrastructure that interferes with the primary purpose or character of a park site.

Carefully locate vaults, towers or other structures that could impact park user safety, displace
existing park amenities (unless adequately replaced) or interfere with planned expansion of a

park or feature.

PARK AND NATURAL AREA FEATURES IN INFRASTRUCTURE SITES

Recreation and natural features can be added to existing and new sites that are primarily intended

for infrastructure. If there is adequate developable area, meeting the appropriate design guideline,

infrastructure sites can serve as neighborhood or community parks. Infrastructure sites of any size

can be considered natural area parks if they contribute to protecting a natural resource or provide an

opportunity to interact with nature:

Detention basins or other facilities should be designed to expand park opportunities when not

in use or at full capacity.

Access to existing or new infrastructure sites (such as detention basins) or utility easements
(such as power, water or sewer lines) should be pursued for expanded trail opportunities,

creating habitat linkages and create local recreational and natural experiences.

In areas lacking local park access, consider underground reservoirs or other required

infrastructure designed to accommodate recreation facilities above.

Constructing, protecting or restoring habitat areas, (such as nesting platforms on utility poles or
natural resource enhancement in watershed recharge areas) particularly where public access is

limited by the infrastructure function of the site.

Within infrastructure sites the issue of compliance with the existing regulatory framework is a

critical consideration as many additional jurisdictions may come into play. Projects that become
delayed or sidelined by safety or other access concerns at infrastructure sites could continue to
be considered for the future, as the regulations and practices are slowly shifting toward shared

use of facilities.
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3. PRIORITIZATION CRITERIA

The set of criteria in this document will assist the Department in making decisions about which projects
and programs should move forward first in alignment with the community values and visions. The
criteria intentionally does not address funding, focusing instead on the vision and the types of projects
that will be required to achieve it. The additional screen of potential and actual funding will be applied
to the prioritized project list (and reapplied as the funding situation will change year-to-year). This will

allow the funding options to focus on high priority projects.

APPLICATION OF CRITERIA

Table B-1 provides details of the scoring. Fewer points indicate that a project is less likely to meet
the criterion, while greater points indicate that the project is more likely to meet the criterion. After
analyzing the project against the criteria, projects can then be compared to the current list of projects

competing for City resources based on the total points.

Table B-I: Prioritization Criteria Scoring

Points Description

0 Does not meet criterion or is not applicable.

Has potential to meet criterion

Minimally meets criterion

Basically meets criterion

Mostly meets criterion

| IWIN |-

Greatly meets criterion
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Prioritization Criteria: Projects or programs advance the community values and vision

of Renton if they: e

Advance programming objectives: Project or program supports the ‘Programming
Target Outcomes’.
e If a program, does the program meet a majority of the target outcomes?

e |f a program, is the program evaluation outcome to continue/begin/expand
program?

e Does the project contribute to available space for recreation programming?

e Does the project improve flexibility in providing recreation programming?

Provide multiple planning objectives: Project or program is aligned with other adopted
planning efforts of the City of Renton, King County or other aligned jurisdictions.

e Does the project or program advance the goals of previous planning efforts by
the City?

e Does the project or program support regional planning objectives?

e Does the project or program support the vision for the Parks, Recreation and
Natural Areas Plan?

Fill identified gaps in service: Project or program adds park sites, recreation facilities,
natural areas or recreation programs to identified underserved populations or areas of
the city.
e Does the project or program fill a geographic gap identified during the
Community Needs Assessment, May 20117

e Does the project add or enhance recreation facilities identified in the
Community Needs Assessment?

Enhance partnerships or volunteerism: Project or program creates new partnerships or
strengthens existing partnerships.

e Does the project or program incorporate cost-sharing, joint development or
programmatic collaborations?

e Does the project or program involve volunteers in planning, construction or
programming?

e Does the project include a friends group or other resources for ongoing
stewardship of the improvements?
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Prioritization Criteria: Projects or programs advance the community values and vision 0-5
of Renton if they:

Enhance (or improves use of) existing facilities: Project or program makes the best
possible use of the existing investments in land and facilities.

e Does the project or program have enough interest or drawing power to increase
recreational use of the location?

e Does the project or program work in tandem with other City project work (i.e.
trail development or maintenance during other utility maintenance projects)

Contribute to system sustainability: Project or program contributes to the long-term
environmental and financial sustainability of the system.

e Does the project or program stabilize, enhance or restore habitat or other
ecological functions?

e Does the project or program encourage stewardship of the City’s natural
systems and recreation areas through hands-on interaction or education?

e Does the program or project provide a direct return on the investment of
community resources?

e Does the program or project have indirect financial impacts such as economic
development or tourism spending?

¢ Have long-term maintenance resources been identified for the project or
program?

Strengthen identity: Project or program celebrates the unique features of Renton’s
neighborhoods or the city as a whole.

¢ Does the project or program celebrate cultural, ethnic or historical elements of
Renton?

e Is the project associated with the Cedar River or Lake Washington (two natural
features the community identifies with)?

e |sthe project or program associated with the Cedar River salmon run?

e Does the project or program enhance the sense of Renton as a unique place
(such as community gateways) or create a place where the community comes
together?

As new projects and programs are brought before the City the prioritization criteria can be applied. By
adopting this practice the City would be assessing it’s projects and programs on an ongoing basis, so

anytime there are new proposals a critical assessment can be made for later benchmarking.
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EXAMPLE PROJECTS

To further explain project scoring, two projects (identified in the Community Visioning Workshop) are

offered as examples.

Prioritization Criteria
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Project <O|20|Zwn|uduoc|lud|on| & Total
Score Range 0-5 0-5 0-5 0-5 0-5 0-5 0-5
Cedar River Park 5 5 0 4 5 4 5 28
Black River Riparian Forest 3 5 3 4 4 4 4 27

Following the scoring of all projects, a prioritized list has been created by sorting projects based on total
scores. Further sorting of the project list could include project type (such as acquisition, development

or renovation) or by park type. This allows projects to be highlighted based on funding applicability. It is
important to note that all projects identified in this plan are important to achieving the vision and even

those that score low do advance the system toward the plan vision.
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4. CAPITAL AND OPERATIONS COST MODEL

The Prioritization Criteria intentionally avoids making decisions based on cost. However, the cost of
improvements at a park (and at the system-wide level) is an important consideration as the plan moves
from this decision making stage into implementation planning. Critical cost considerations include

both one-time capital costs and ongoing operations and maintenance costs. This tool will allow broad

III

“planning level” costs to be identified based on the improvements recommended in the plan. The
model is a flexible excel document that allows both the major improvements and cost assumptions to
be modified to adjust for changing project decisions or refined cost figures. In addition to providing

a snap-shot of the total costs the model can be used to create alternate scenarios, different packages
of projects that result in different investments in the park system. It is important to understand the
function of the model (including the assumptions) and how to modify it. The first section of the
print-out includes the selections and data about the existing and future park system on which the

calculations are based.

SITE ACREAGE

The first input in the model is the current and proposed site acreage. These values are used to calculate

per-acre costs of improvements based on existing acres, new acres or the total future size of a site.

MAJOR PROJECT TYPES

Six categories of projects were identified to reflect the major types of enhancements that are needed
in Renton’s Pa