Fire & Emergency Services Department
Informational Bulletin #2009-07

(Published 9/16/09)

Fire Reporting

In the event a fire occurs on your property, the owner or occupant shall immediately report the
fire incident by dialing 9-1-1. No person has the authority to delay the reporting of a fire. Itis
important that the owners or employees of every business, restaurant, church, school, hospital
etc. understand that Washington State law requires that all fires must be reported.

What should | do if | see smoke or fire?

When you see smoke or fire, sound the fire
alarm in your premise to alert others to
danger. Get OUT and stay OUT! It takes
less than three minutes for a fire to reach
temperatures over 1,000 degrees
Fahrenheit. Because you have so little time,
it is very important to be ready with the
following information when you call 9-1-1.

1.) The 9-1-1 operator will ask you for
your address. Be specific and
include which floor and room
number, if available. Itis a good
idea to have the business name and
address displayed on all telephones
so that everyone will have access to
quick and correct information.

2.) Be prepared to provide as much
specific information as you can on
the extent and nature of the fire.

3.) If your facility or business has more
than one building, be prepared to
provide specific information on the
building involved.

Should all fires be reported?

Yes. All fires, regardless of size, must be
promptly reported.
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If the building fire alarm has been
activated should | still telephone the Fire

Department?

Yes. Telephone lines provide a back-up
should the building fire alarm system fail to
notify the fire department via the 9-1-1
system. It also provides more specific
information regarding the emergency
situation to the responding fire personnel.

What if the remnants of a fire are
discovered, should that be reported?

Yes. A fire that has burned itself out or has
been extinguished must still be reported.
Do not disturb the remnants of a fire;
protect the area until the fire can be
investigated by a fire investigator.

Where do | report fires?

All fires in the City of Renton are reported
by dialing 9-1-1. If the fire is no longer
burning, that information should be relayed
to the emergency operator who answers
the 9-1-1 call.

City of ,
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