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Maintenance of School Exiting Systems 
 
Maintenance of exiting systems in educational facilities is of the utmost importance.  Safety 
measures must be put into place and strictly enforced to ensure all occupants have the ability 
for a safe evacuation.  These guidelines enable principals, teachers and other staff to maintain 
consistent and safe egress routes that comply with International Fire Code regulations.   
 

What are the components of an exiting system?  

Exit access:  Leads from any occupied area of the 
building to an exit.  An example would be the 
path from a desk to the exit passageway. 

Exit: Separated from other interior spaces of a 
building by fire-resistance-rated construction and 
openings providing a protected path of travel 
between the exit access and the exit discharge.  
Examples include exterior exit doors at ground 
level, exit enclosures, exit passageways and 
exterior exit stairs. 

Exit discharge:  The portion of the exit system 
between the exit and the public way.  An 
example would be the outside route leading 
from the exit door to the public sidewalk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are schools allowed to place desks, chairs or 
other objects in the exiting system areas?  

No.  It is unlawful to restrict any required exit 
width, to block or obstruct any exit pathway, to 
reduce the number of exits or the capacity of the 
exits to anything less than that required by the 
fire and building code. 

What are the requirements for exit doors? 

Doors shall be immediately distinguishable from 
adjacent construction so that they are easily 
recognizable as doors.  They shall not be 
concealed by curtains, drapes, decorations or 
similar materials.  Mirrors may not be used.   

All exit doors shall be readily openable from the 
egress side without the use of a key or special 
knowledge.  The doors may not be barred, 
chained, bolted shut or barricaded in any way.   

Fire doors shall not be wedged in the open 
position.  If the door is a fire door or part of a fire 
rated corridor or room the door shall remain 
shut unless it is provided with an automatic hold-
open device that is connected to the fire alarm 
system.  Should that hold-open device be out-of-
service for repairs, the door it operates shall 
remain in the closed position. 
 
What are the requirements for egress 
illumination? 

The exiting system (exit access, exit and exit 
discharge) must be illuminated at all times the 
building space is occupied.  This will be 
accomplished through the use of exit and 
emergency lighting.  The emergency power 
system shall provide power for a duration of not 
less than 90 minutes and shall consist of storage 
batteries, unit equipment or an on-site 
generator.  At all times the light bulbs and 
batteries must be kept in a fully operational 
condition. 
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