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(Published 9/16/09)

Use of Paper and Decorative Material in Schools

In educational and places of assembly occupancies, interior wall and ceiling finish materials are
required to maintain a certain flame spread rating per the Uniform Building Code. This is to
ensure that the walls will not sustain flames and ensuing smoke, which would interfere or
prohibit the students and staff from a safe evacuation. The practice of placing combustible
paper products in large quantities on the walls negates the intent of the required flame spread

rating.

To prevent the compromise of the life safety features that are in place for the safety of the
students and staff, please refer to the following guidelines. These guidelines will enable
principals, teachers and other staff members to maintain a consistent and safe egress route
that will comply with the required Uniform Fire Code regulations.

Scope and Purpose

To establish a standard for the use of
combustible decorative material and the
permitted maximum amount of child-
prepared artwork or teaching material
allowable for display upon schools walls.

What is an Educational Occupancy?

An “Educational Occupancy”, also known as
a Group E Occupancy, is defined by the
Uniform Fire Code as “any building used for
educational purposes through the 12"
grade by 50 or more persons for more than
12 hours per week or four hours in any one
day”. Schools fall under the Group E
Occupancy definition.

Fire Safety Requirements for Combustible
Materials in Schools

A: Combustible decorative materials (wood,
paper, plastic and cloth) used in
Educational Occupancies shall be flame
resistant

This does not apply to the notices placed
on a bulletin board as long as the bulletin
board is neat and the amount of paper is
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not excessive. The individual student
project need not be flame resistant, but
the amount of paper on the wall cannot
exceed what is listed in item C.

B: Clothing and personal effects shall not be
stored in corridors

C: Individual student artwork and teaching
materials shall be permitted to be
attached directly to the walls and shall
not exceed 20 percent (20%) of the wall
area.

A colored background or border may
also be put on the bulletin board as long
as that paper is flame resistant and does
not exceed the allowed 20% wall space.

Just to clarify the above requirement, if
combustible materials are to be used as
permanent decorations they must be
treated so that they are fire resistant.

Combustible teaching material and child-
prepared artwork is allowed to be displayed
as long as it does not exceed 20% of the
wall space. This will reduce rapid flame
spread over the wall surface should there
be an ignition.
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