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Informational Bulletin #2009-03                                                                      
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Outside Seating Design 

 
The following guidelines are designed to assist restaurant and liquor or tavern owners to design 
outside service areas. 
 

1. If you serve wine, beer and/or other liquors, approval is required from the Washington 

State Liquor Control Board to serve liquor outdoors.  Contact Sarah Fusetti at 

360-664-1628 or your local Liquor Control Board contact for requirements. 

 

2. If you are planning on using a sidewalk or a parking lot, a right-of-way permit or parking 

code modifications may be required from the Renton Planning Department.  Contact 

Laureen Nicolay 425-430-7294 for more information. 

 

3. If you are installing a fence and gate, the Renton Building Department may require a 

permit and might need to determine and document the occupancy load for the patio 

area.  Contact Craig Burnell 425-430-7290 for more information. 

 

4. The Fire & Emergency Services Department may require a review and inspection of the 

outside eating area to ensure life safety.  An enclosed area may require at least one 

approved emergency exit with “panic” type hardware.  Call David Pargas 425-430-7023 

to schedule a review. 
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