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Outdoor Burning 
 
The Renton Fire & Emergency Services Department, in compliance with Washington State law 
and rules, King County Urban Growth area standards and the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency 
guidelines, does not allow outdoor burning in the City of Renton, with the following 
exceptions:  
 
• Recreational Fires, Patio Fireplaces, Charcoal and Gas Barbecues 
 
 
What can I burn outside?  

The only outdoor burning allowed is for 
recreational fires on your own private 
property. A recreational fire is defined as an 
outdoor fire burning charcoal, dried fire 
wood or manufactured fire logs, for 
pleasure, religious, ceremonial, cooking, 
warmth or similar purposes. Fire used for 
debris disposal purposes are NOT 
considered recreational fires.  
 
What are the rules for recreational fires? 

Recreational fires are restricted to a pile 
that is no larger than three (3) feet in 
diameter and two (2) feet in height. They 
must be at least 25 feet away from any 
structure or combustible material (dry 
grass, wooden fences or decks etc.). 
 
The fire must be constantly attended and at 
least one portable fire extinguisher with a 
minimum of 4-A rating or other approved 
on-site fire extinguishing equipment, such 
as an operational garden hose, readily 
available. 
 
Burning is not allowed when a burn ban is in 
effect.  
 
 

 
How can I find out if a burn ban is in 
effect?  

You can check the following sources to find 
out if there is a burn ban:  Puget Sound 
Clean Air Agency at 1-800-595-4341 or 
www.pscleanair.org, or the King County Fire 
Marshal’s office at 
http://www.kingcounty.gov/property/Fire
Marshal/BurnBanInfo.aspx 
 
What are the rules for burning in a patio 
fireplace? 

The use of a commercially available patio 
fireplace is allowed under the following 
conditions: 
  
1) It must be used according to 

manufacture recommendations with 
screens in place.  

2) It must be located at least 15 feet from 
any house, shed, wood deck or fence. 

3) The fire must be constantly attended 
and have at least one portable fire 
extinguisher, with a minimum of 4-A 
rating, or a garden hose available for 
immediate use. 

4) Burning is not allowed when a burn ban 
is in effect.  

5) You may burn charcoal, dried firewood 
or manufactured fire logs only. 

http://www.pscleanair.org/�
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Do I need a permit for recreational fires? 

No. 
 
Can I burn in a burn barrel? 

No. 
 
What about charcoal or gas barbecues? 

Charcoal and gas barbecues are not 
regulated.  
 
Remember, in the State of Washington it is 
always illegal to burn the following: 

1) Garbage or refuse. 
2) Cardboard or paper (except what is 

necessary to start the fire). 
3) Building materials, including paints, 

vinyl flooring, roofing or scrap lumber.  
4) Rubber products. 
5) Plastics or petroleum products. 
6) Dead animals. 
7) Any other material that produces smoke 

that is offensive or harmful to 
neighbors. 

 

What if my neighbors complain? 

If your neighbors complain, you are 
required to put out your fire immediately. 
You can be fined for causing a nuisance, and 
you may be held financially liable for any 
damage caused by your fire and or the 
smoke it produces. Burning illegally can 
result in fines imposed by the Puget Sound 
Clean Air Agency up to $16,000 per day.  
 

What do I do with my yard waste? 

You cannot burn yard waste. There are 
several good alternatives to burning. These 
include home composting, chippers, 
curbside pick-up of yard waste by garbage 
haulers and transfer stations. For more 
information on what alternatives are 
available, please contact the City of Renton 
Recycling Department at 425-430-7396 or 
go to the following website for a list of 
locations that accept yard waste: 
http://your.kingcounty.gov/solidwaste/garb
age-recycling/yardwaste.asp  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://your.kingcounty.gov/solidwaste/garbage-recycling/yardwaste.asp�
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