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City of Renton Issues Correction for Comparative Cost Analysis for Library Services

Renton, WA: Recently questions were raised about the base amount of funding used by the city
to determine the comparative costs for the Renton Library to stay independent or to consider
annexing to the King County Library System (KCLS). Specifically, it was asked how the cost for
current Renton operations (equivalent property tax) of 26 cents per $1,000 Assessed Valuation
was derived. As a result, the city has revisited the financial assumptions used and has the
following corrections to the numbers that were presented in the city’s Frequently Asked
Questions document and utility billing insert.

The initial costs presented were based on the data gathered during the Library Master Planning
process in 2008. The revised numbers reflect 2010 information. These are presented below.

Library Services for Current and Future City of Renton Residents
The original table comparing costs was presented as follows:

REMAIN
INDEPENDENT ANNEX TO KCLS
Renton Recently Renton Recently
Library Annexed Library | Annexed
System costs (cents per $1,000 AV) System Areas System Areas
Current Renton Operations (general fund levy equivalent) 0.26 0.26
Additional Operating Levy (Library Master Plan) 0.22 0.22
Renton Construction Levy 0.17 0.17 0.17 0.17
KCLS Operations Levy* 0.42 0.42
KCLS 2004 Construction Levy 0.05 0.05
Total cost for library services per $1,000 AV 0.65 0.70 0.59 0.64
Annual cost for a $400,000 home: $260 $280 $236 $256

* The KCLS levy rate is expected to be $0.42 in 2010 and could rise to S0.50 in 2011, subject to voter approval.




The corrected table should read as follows:

REMAIN
INDEPENDENT ANNEX TO KCLS

Renton Recently Renton Recently

Library Annexed Library Annexed
System costs (cents per $1,000 AV) System Areas System Areas
Renton - Current Operations (general fund - levy equivalent) 0.21 0.21
Additional Operating Levy (Library Master Plan) 0.22 0.22
Renton Construction Levy 0.17 0.17 0.17 0.17
KCLS Operations Levy 0.42 0.42
KCLS 2004 Construction Levy 0.05 0.05
Cost for library services per $1,000 AV 0.60 0.65 0.59 0.64
Annual cost for a $400,000 home: $240 $260 $236 $256

“Costs are a moving target and just as we have seen changes in our calculation from 26 cents to
21 cents, next year’s budget could bring additional changes to the numbers,” said Mayor Denis
Law. “The cost to Renton taxpayers for improved library services whether from remaining
independent or annexing to the KCLS system is roughly the same and the above corrections do
not change that.”

The city regrets the error, and the materials are not intended to support or oppose
Proposition 1—only to provide factual information and offer an apples-to-apples comparison
regarding the choices that voters will make.

There is a recognized need for library improvements in Renton. At the February 9, 2010,
election voters will have the opportunity to decide whether to annex to receive the level of
service provided by KCLS or to remain independent and make the strategic investments to fully
fund the improvements recommended in Renton’s Library Master Plan.

For more information on the Renton Library, please visit rentonwa.gov.
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