
CLASS 2, 3 or 4
Increased Buffer Possible:

High Blowdown Potential
Protected Slope, 

Very High Landslide Hazard

Alternative
Standards

Renton: Proposed Regulations of NonRenton: Proposed Regulations of Non--Exempted Activities in or Abutting Class 2 to 5 WatersExempted Activities in or Abutting Class 2 to 5 Waters

Salmonid Bearing Stream
or Lake 1/2 ac – 20 ac

Salmonid Bearing Stream
or Lake 1/2 ac – 20 ac Non-Salmonid Bearing

Perennial
Non-Salmonid Bearing

Perennial

Non-Salmonid
Flow in Artificial Channel

Where No Natural Channel 
Before or Isolated Water < 1/2 ac

Non-Salmonid
Flow in Artificial Channel

Where No Natural Channel 
Before or Isolated Water < 1/2 ac

Non-Salmonid Bearing
Intermittent

Non-Salmonid Bearing
Intermittent

CLASS 2CLASS 2CLASS 2 CLASS 5CLASS 5CLASS 5CLASS 4CLASS 4CLASS 4CLASS 3CLASS 3CLASS 3

Standard Stream/Lake ReconnaissanceStandard Stream/Lake Reconnaissance Standard Stream/Lake ReconnaissanceStandard Stream/Lake ReconnaissanceStandard Stream/Lake ReconnaissanceStandard Stream/Lake Reconnaissance

Standard Buffer: 100 feet
Buffer Use Restrictions & 
Maintenance Requirements

Standard Buffer: 100 feet
Buffer Use Restrictions & 
Maintenance Requirements

Standard Buffer: 35 feet
Buffer Use Restrictions & 
Maintenance Requirements

Standard Buffer: 35 feet
Buffer Use Restrictions & 
Maintenance Requirements

Standard Buffer: 75 feet
Buffer Use Restrictions & 
Maintenance Requirements

Standard Buffer: 75 feet
Buffer Use Restrictions & 
Maintenance Requirements

Proposed Alterations
Supplemental Study Including
Mitigation Plan as Appropriate

Buffer Width Changes Uses or Activities

Averaged BufferReduced Buffer

50% of Standard
No Less than 25’

Class 2: 75’
Class 3: 50’
Class 4: 25’

Sites Separated from
Waterbody:

Based on Study

Transportation Crossings

Utilities

In-Water Structures/Work

Dredging

Stream RelocationVariance

STOP

STOPSTOPSTOP

Exemptions Summary
Require exemption letter, 
report, & enhancement or 
mitigation plan.

Conservation/enhancement
Existing agriculture/
vegetation management
Surface water facilities
Modification existing
utilities, streets, parks

Existing uses maintenance/
modification including
single family

Trails and open space
Emergencies



Alternative
Standards

Renton: Proposed Regulations of Activities in or Abutting Class Renton: Proposed Regulations of Activities in or Abutting Class 1 Waters1 Waters

Buffer Width Changes Shoreline Variance
Uses or Activities

within Stream/Lake
(e.g., stream alteration, dredging)

As Allowed by 
Use Environment and

Standards

Averaged Buffer

50% of Standard
No Less than 50’

Reduced Buffer

Other Limited Cases
75’ Non-Water Oriented

50’ Multifamily redevelopment in Urban Center
only along Cedar River (non SSWS)

Sites Separated from Shoreline
e.g., intervening structures, roads, etc.

Shoreline of the StateShoreline of the State

CLASS 1CLASS 1CLASS 1

Standard Stream/Lake ReconnaissanceStandard Stream/Lake Reconnaissance

Standard Buffer: 100 feet
Stream/Lake Buffer Standards, or

Criteria for Shorelines in Developed State

Standard Buffer: 100 feet
Stream/Lake Buffer Standards, or

Criteria for Shorelines in Developed State

Proposed Alterations
Supplemental Study Including
Mitigation Plan as Appropriate

Proposed Alterations
Supplemental Study Including
Mitigation Plan as Appropriate

STOP

Increased Buffer Possible:
High Blowdown Potential

Protected Slope, Very High Landslide Hazard

SMP Priority Uses 0-50 feet
Water Dependent, Water Related or 

Water Oriented Development
Public Access

Piers, Docks, Bulkheads, Marinas 
(when meeting SMP purposes)

Single Family – Pre-Existing Legal Lot

Infrastructure 0-50 feet 
Existing Essential Public Facilities in 

Urban Environment
Necessary Roads, Bridges, Railroads, Utilities

SMP Exemptions

Some uses/activities are 
exempt from substantial 
development permit 
process, but none are 
exempt from shoreline 
policies or shoreline 
development regulations.


