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�� Should helipads be allowed in the RShould helipads be allowed in the R--8 8 
(Residential (Residential –– eight units per net acre) eight units per net acre) 
zone along Lake Washington?zone along Lake Washington?
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�� In mid 2007 code compliance was In mid 2007 code compliance was 
contacted about helicopter operations on contacted about helicopter operations on 
a property on Mt. View Ave.a property on Mt. View Ave.

�� The City began working with the The City began working with the 
helicopter operator to eliminate the helicopter operator to eliminate the 
compliance issuecompliance issue

�� The operator applied for a Temporary The operator applied for a Temporary 
Use Permit to operate a helipadUse Permit to operate a helipad
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�� Many neighbors became involved in the Many neighbors became involved in the 
issuance of the Temporary Use Permitissuance of the Temporary Use Permit

�� Neighbors were overwhelmingly in favor Neighbors were overwhelmingly in favor 
of allowing helipad useof allowing helipad use

�� One neighbor appealed the Temporary One neighbor appealed the Temporary 
Use Permit, and the appeal is before the Use Permit, and the appeal is before the 
Hearing ExaminerHearing Examiner
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�� Helipads are allowed as Hearing Helipads are allowed as Hearing 
Examiner Conditional Uses in the Examiner Conditional Uses in the 
following zones:following zones:
�� Light, Medium, and Heavy Industrial  Zones Light, Medium, and Heavy Industrial  Zones 

(IL, IM, IH)(IL, IM, IH)
�� Urban Center North Zones (UCUrban Center North Zones (UC--N1, UCN1, UC--N2)N2)
�� Commercial Use Zones (CO, COR, CA)Commercial Use Zones (CO, COR, CA)

�� Helipads are currently prohibited in all the Helipads are currently prohibited in all the 
residential only zones, including Rresidential only zones, including R--88
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�� Allow helipads in the RAllow helipads in the R--8 zone, if 8 zone, if 
accessory to a residential use, with an accessory to a residential use, with an 
Administrative Conditional Use PermitAdministrative Conditional Use Permit

�� Limit use to properties fronting Lake Limit use to properties fronting Lake 
WashingtonWashington

�� Require compliance with FAA design and Require compliance with FAA design and 
sitingsiting requirementsrequirements

�� Limit properties to one aircraftLimit properties to one aircraft
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�� Subordinate and incidental to the main Subordinate and incidental to the main 
uses of the propertyuses of the property

�� Typical examples of accessory uses:Typical examples of accessory uses:
�� Small workshop in a back yardSmall workshop in a back yard
�� Outdoor storage for a factoryOutdoor storage for a factory
�� Drive through window at a bank or Drive through window at a bank or 

restaurantrestaurant
�� Home daycareHome daycare
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�� Two types of Conditional Use Permits: Two types of Conditional Use Permits: 
Administrative and Hearing ExaminerAdministrative and Hearing Examiner

�� The difference is who has the authority to The difference is who has the authority to 
review, condition, and approve/deny the review, condition, and approve/deny the 
permitpermit

�� Both types require notification, allow for Both types require notification, allow for 
public comment, and require the reviewer public comment, and require the reviewer 
to look at issues of compatibility with to look at issues of compatibility with 
surrounding land uses and effects on surrounding land uses and effects on 
neighborsneighbors
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�� FAA (Federal Aviation Administration) FAA (Federal Aviation Administration) 
regulates aircraft and airspace, including regulates aircraft and airspace, including 
the design and the design and sitingsiting of helipadsof helipads

�� Approval of a helipad requires an FAA Approval of a helipad requires an FAA 
aeronautical study which includes a aeronautical study which includes a 
review of airspace considerations and review of airspace considerations and 
review of the proposed landing areareview of the proposed landing area



�������
��������������
��������������
��������������
��������������
��������������
��������������
��������������
�������

�� The “approach” to the helipad must not The “approach” to the helipad must not 
be over a residential areabe over a residential area

�� Helipads size is based on the size of the Helipads size is based on the size of the 
aircraft landing thereaircraft landing there

�� Even with the smallest helicopter, few Even with the smallest helicopter, few 
residential properties on Lake residential properties on Lake 
Washington have enough space to Washington have enough space to 
support a helipadsupport a helipad
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�� Hunts Point allows private helipads on Hunts Point allows private helipads on 
Lake WashingtonLake Washington

�� Redmond allows private helipads on Redmond allows private helipads on 
Lake SammamishLake Sammamish

�� Other communities on Lake Washington Other communities on Lake Washington 
limit helipads except for emergency use, limit helipads except for emergency use, 
or do not address the issueor do not address the issue
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�� Shoreline regulations allow one seaplane Shoreline regulations allow one seaplane 
per residence, for private useper residence, for private use

�� Helipad usage is a natural extension of Helipad usage is a natural extension of 
aircraft uses already enjoyed on the lake aircraft uses already enjoyed on the lake 

�� Neighbors have expressed the Neighbors have expressed the 
importance of aircraft uses to the importance of aircraft uses to the 
neighborhood’s character and lifestyleneighborhood’s character and lifestyle
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�� Although the majority of neighbors Although the majority of neighbors 
directly affected by the proposal have directly affected by the proposal have 
expressed support, at least one neighbor expressed support, at least one neighbor 
does not support helipad usedoes not support helipad use

�� Some residents on Some residents on KennydaleKennydale Hill have Hill have 
expressed concerns about noise from expressed concerns about noise from 
additional air trafficadditional air traffic
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�� Does not conflict with any of the goals, Does not conflict with any of the goals, 
objectives, policies of the Planobjectives, policies of the Plan

�� Purpose of the Single Family Land Use Purpose of the Single Family Land Use 
designation (which supports Rdesignation (which supports R--8 zoning) 8 zoning) 
is to create quality neighborhoodsis to create quality neighborhoods

�� Operation of aircraft is an important Operation of aircraft is an important 
quality of life issue for lake front quality of life issue for lake front residentsresidents
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�� Seaplanes are already allowed as Seaplanes are already allowed as 
accessory uses for property on the Lakeaccessory uses for property on the Lake

�� Property owners could operate either a Property owners could operate either a 
seaplane or helicopter with the proposalseaplane or helicopter with the proposal

�� Proposed helipads would have to meet Proposed helipads would have to meet 
FAA regulations and guidelinesFAA regulations and guidelines

�� Conditional Use process would allow Conditional Use process would allow 
neighbors to participateneighbors to participate
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�� Environmental review comments due by Environmental review comments due by 
January 30, 2008January 30, 2008

�� Planning Commission will be asked to Planning Commission will be asked to 
make a recommendation on this issue on make a recommendation on this issue on 
February 13, 2008February 13, 2008

�� Before approval of this amendment, the Before approval of this amendment, the 
City Council will hold a public hearingCity Council will hold a public hearing


