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#D-106 TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

SUPPLEMENTAL STAFF REPORT 
 
SUMMARY: This Supplemental Staff Report provides responses to issues that were raised at 

a Planning Commission meeting regarding amendments to the Renton Municipal 
Code Development Regulations (Title IV).  It also includes additional information 
that staff has identified as being necessary to include in the analysis for 
amendments. 

 
General Description 
The City received a request to consider amendments to the Renton Municipal Code to revise 
the permitting requirements for wireless communication facilities (WCF). The requested 
amendments include adding language to allow efficient permitting of “small cell” technology, 
addressing the new federal legislative requirements for municipalities regarding wireless 
communication facilities, and updating the use provisions in all zones to address height, setback 
and screening of wireless communication facilities. 

The following summarized key revisions to RMC 4-4-140, Wireless Communication Facilities, 
RMC 4-2-060, Zoning Use Table – Uses Allowed in Zoning Designations, RMC 4-2-080, 
Conditions Associated with Zoning Use Tables, RMC 4-4-095, Screening and Storage Height and 
Location Limitations, RMC 4-11-230, Definitions W, and RMC 5-19-5 Telecommunications 
Franchise,  are proposed: 

• Revised the purpose statement of RMC 4-4-140 
• Introduced additional exceptions to RMC 4-4-140 (e.g., satellite dishes, maintenance, 

emergency services facilities and lightning rods) 
• Introduced allowed alterations and collocations per the new federal legislation (Section 

6409(a) of the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act). 
• Introduced standards for generators 
• Revised the setbacks for towers 
• Introduced new standards for “concealed wireless communication facilities” 
• Introduced new standards for “camouflaged wireless communication facilities” 
• Introduced new standards for “stealth towers” 
• Revised standards for all other towers 
• Introduced additional application submittal requirements 
• Deleted many definitions within RMC 4-11-230 for terms that were unused in Title IV 
• Added definitions for new terminology, and revised existing definitions in RMC 4-11-230 
• Revised RMC 4-2-060 to eliminate several antenna types from allowed uses (revised 

standards will not evaluate the type of antenna but rather the visual effects of all 
elements of a wireless communication facility) 

• Revised RMC 4-2-060 to require a Conditional Use Permit be approved by the Hearing 
Examiner for all monopole towers, and Administrative Conditional Use Permits for all 
new stealth towers, as well as camouflaged and concealed wireless facilities. 
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• Revised RMC 4-2-080 to reflect proposed changes to RMC 4-2-060 and RMC 4-4-140. 
• Revised RMC 4-4-095 by deleting the exemption to provide screening for roof-top 

mounted wireless facilities. 
• Added a provision to RMC 5-19-5 that any utility pole replacement shall be equal in 

height to adjacent utility poles and that utility poles located in right-of-way abutting 
residentially zoned property or on private property within a residential zoning district be 
no taller than 45 feet. 

Staff Issue: 4-4-140E.1.c - Why should the number of new equipment shelters or cabinets limit 
the applicability of the expedited review process? 
 
Staff Response:  Staff concurs that, although the Federal Communications Commission has 
issued an interpretation that one additional equipment shelter (base station) and four new 
equipment cabinets are allowed via the provisions of Section 6409(a) of the Middle Class Tax 
Relief and Job Creation Act, the addition of any number of equipment shelters/cabinets has a 
negligible visual impact.  The language has been revised as follows: 
 

“Substantially change the physical dimensions” means: 

Compound Expansion: Expansion of a WCF’s compound necessitated by the 

proposed installation of more than four (4) new equipment cabinets or more than 

one (1) new equipment shelter.  An expansion of a compound necessitated by a 

minor alteration shall not constitute a major alteration; however, the compound 

expansion shall be the minimum necessary to accommodate the alteration. 

 
Staff Issue: Wireless communication facilities (WCF) have specific CUP criteria (RMC 4-9-030.E), 
but the generalized criteria for determining whether or not a modification to a CUP is a major 
or minor revision are not compatible with WCF terminology/standards (RMC 4-9-030.G).  How 
will staff determine if a modification or collocation is a major or minor revision? 
 
Staff Response:  RMC 4-9-030.E is proposed to be altered by specifying that a minor or major 
revision to a CUP will be determined in the same way that a minor or major alteration will be 
determined (see proposed RMC 4-4-140.E).  The proposed criteria will only be applicable to 
alterations of towers.  As of now, any alteration to a camouflaged or concealed facility will likely 
require a new CUP, unless the Administrator determines that requiring a new CUP for a 
proposed alteration or collocation is “would result in a highly unreasonable and unconscionable 
burden on the applicant or permit holder.”  Staff will attempt to prepare reasonable criteria 
with which to determine if future collocations/modifications to camouflaged/concealed 
facilities are minor or major, and we welcome industry representatives to do the same. 
 
Party of Record Issue: 4-4-140.F.2.b and c - Both monopole II and stealth facilities are capped 
at the height of 35 feet over the zoning district maximum, or 150 feet, whichever is less. This 
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removes incentive to stealth. Instead, because visual impacts are mitigated by stealth design, 
we propose deleting the zone maximum alternative for stealth facilities and allowing up to 150 
feet if the carrier demonstrates the height is the minimum needed. 
 
Staff Response:  The stealth tower standards provide height limitations depending on the type 
of stealth facility. The height limit has been revised as follows:  
 

Stealth Towers: The maximum allowed height of a stealth tower shall be 150 feet; 
however, the allowed height for a specific type of stealth facility shall be determined 
through the Conditional Use Permit review process and the standards of this 
Section. 

 
Party of Record Issue: 4-4-140.F.3 - The setbacks are unrealistic and not based on science or 
engineering. Instead, we recommend the following language: 
Setbacks. Freestanding towers and appurtenant structures shall be subject to the setbacks 
described below: 
(1) If the tower is not constructed using breakpoint design technology, the minimum setback 
distance from the nearest property line shall be equal to the height of the proposed tower. 
(2) If tower has been constructed using breakpoint design technology, the minimum setback 
distance shall be equal to 110 percent (110%) of the distance from the top of the structure to 
the breakpoint level of the structure, or the minimum yard setback requirements, whichever is 
greater. 
 
Staff Response:  Staff proposes that “towers shall be set back from each property line by a 
distance equal to the tower height, unless an engineering analysis concludes that a reduced 
setback is safe for abutting properties and the Administrator determines that a reduced setback 
is appropriate for the site.” 

Party of Record Issue: 4-4-140.I.3 - Light poles must match height of existing or proposed new 
poles. This discourages colocation on existing facilities as the carrier cannot extend the pole for 
additional required height. Light poles are only permitted in parking lots with other light poles 
or where other light poles are planned. We suggest removing this restriction so that light poles 
in other locations can be used for colocation. 
 
Staff Response:   Because specific standards for this type of stealth facility were difficult to 
develop, the entire subsection was removed from the proposal. Proposed RMC 4-4-140.I, 
Stealth Tower Standards, states that “standards for types of stealth towers not identified within 
this subsection will be determined on a case-by-case basis by the Administrator through the 
Conditional Use Permit,” and therefore, this type of stealth tower is not precluded from future 
proposals. 
 
Party of Record Issue: 4-4-140I(1) - The faux tree standards are onerous in requiring cables to 
be enclosed in the trunk, and siting within 100 feet of other trees. The branch cover screens the 
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bulk of the cables and a cable cover painted to match the trunk mitigates visual impacts. In 
addition, a specific numerical standard for proximity to other trees is problematic and may rule 
out screening potential of onsite trees that are strategically placed but not proximate. As such, 
we suggest deleting 1(a) and (d). 
 
Staff Response:   The subsection has been revised to read as follows: 
 
(a) [faux trees] Shall be located within one hundred feet (100’) of existing trees, unless photo 
simulations show, to the satisfaction of the Administrator, that the proposed faux tree would 
be appropriate for the site. 
 
(d) i. All cables and antennas shall be painted to match the color of the trunk. 
 
Party of Record Issue: 4-4-140I(2) - Flagpoles 30 feet or less in height are limited to 9 inches in 
diameter and cables must be enclosed within the pole. This is technologically infeasible. We 
suggest modifying the language as follows: Flagpoles 30 feet or less in height are limited in 
diameter to the minimum necessary to fully enclose the antennas, equipment and cables. 
 
Staff Response:  Because a specific diameter could not be agreed upon, staff has revised the 
provision to read as follows:  
 

a. Location and Height: The height, diameter and location of the flagpole shall be 
compatible with the surrounding area, as determined by the Administrator. The 
flagpole shall be tapered in order to maintain the appearance of an authentic 
flagpole. 

 
Party of Record Issue: 4-4-140I(4) - Antennas on ball field lights are required to be below the 
lights, which would add additional and unnecessary height to the pole. We suggest deleting this 
limitation. 
 
Staff Response:  Staff revised this standard as follows:  
 

i. Antennas shall be no more than twenty feet (20’) above the light source. 
 
Party of Record Issue: Use Table Condition 47, which applies to all towers, including stealth, 
requires a 300 foot setback from residential zones unless the director finds all residentially 
zoned property within the 300 feet is undevelopable due to critical areas. If the facilities are 
stealthed, there is no reason to have such a large separation. Visual impacts are mitigated by 
siting and/or design and safety concerns are addressed by the proposed setback provision. We 
Suggest deleting the 300 foot setback for stealth towers. 
 
Staff Response:  Condition 47 has been revised to only apply to monopoles (excludes stealth 
towers). 
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Party of Record Issue: 5-19-5 Telecommunications Franchise - The requirement that 
replacement utility poles not exceed the height of the existing pole will discourage colocation 
on these existing facilities because additional height is often required to achieve the coverage 
objective. We suggest deleting this requirement and adding a standard for increasing the height 
by the minimum necessary and requiring justification of the increase sought. The following is 
some suggested language: 
Utility poles located in right-of-way abutting residentially zoned property or located on private 
property within a residential zoning district per RMC 4-2-010, shall be no higher than forty-five 
feet (45’) unless additional height, not to exceed 30 feet, is required to achieve the coverage 
objective, or unless the light pole is located adjacent to a street classified as an arterial or 
collector. 
 
Staff Response:  The following language is proposed in order to not prohibit a replacement pole 
taller than forty-five feet in an appropriate area: 
 

Proposed replacement utility poles, for the purpose of siting wireless 
communication facilities, shall be no more than twenty feet (20’) taller than adjacent 
utility poles; utility poles on residentially zoned private property shall be no taller 
than forty-five feet (45’). 
 

Party of Record Issue: Add a section setting forth an administrative process to seek relief from 
wireless facilities standards. 
 
Staff Response:  The Section is subject to a Modifications Permit.   
 
Impact Analysis 
Effect on rate of growth, development, and conversion of land as envisioned in the Plan 
None  

Effect on the City’s capacity to provide adequate public facilities 
Not applicable  

Effect on the rate of population and employment growth 
None 

Whether Plan objectives are being met as specified or remain valid and desirable 
Several Plan objectives are being met or furthered by the proposed revisions, specifically the 
following: 

Objective CD-A:  The City's unique natural features, including land form, vegetation, 
lakeshore, river, creeks and streams, and wetlands should be protected and 
enhanced as opportunities arise. 

Objective CD-I: Protect and enhance public views of distinctive features from public 
streets and other focal points within the City and the surrounding area. 
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Objective CD-M: Well-designed landscaping provides aesthetic appeal and makes an 
important contribution to the health, safety, economy, and general welfare of the 
community. The City of Renton should adopt regulations that further the aesthetic goals 
of the City. 

Objective U-J: Promote the timely and orderly expansion of all forms of 
telecommunications services within the City and the remainder of its Planning Area. 

Effect on general land values or housing costs 
None 

Whether capital improvements or expenditures are being made or completed as expected 
Not applicable  

Consistency with GMA, the Plan, and Countywide Planning Policies 
The proposed revisions are consistent with the GMA and multi-county planning policies of 
Vision 2040, specifically: 

MPP-PS-14: Plan for the provision of telecommunication infrastructure to serve growth 
and development in a manner that is consistent with the regional vision and friendly to 
the environment.  

MPP-DP-33: Identify, protect and enhance those elements and characteristics that give 
the central Puget Sound region its identity, especially the natural visual resources and 
positive urban form elements. 

MPP-DP-34: Preserve significant regional historic, visual and cultural resources including 
public views, landmarks, archaeological sites, historic and cultural landscapes, and areas 
of special character. 

The proposed revisions are consistent with the Countywide Planning Policies, specifically: 

PF-16 Plan for the provision of telecommunication infrastructure to serve growth and 
development in a manner consistent with the regional and countywide vision. 

The proposed revisions are consistent with the Comprehensive Plan, specifically: 

Policy CD-55. Landscape buffers, additional setbacks, reduced height, and screening 
devices such as berms and fencing should be employed to reduce impacts (e.g. visual, 
noise, odor, light) on adjacent, less intensive uses. 

Policy CD-76. Development should provide appropriate landscaping and façade 
treatment when located along designated City arterials or adjacent to less intense 
developments in order to mitigate potentially adverse visual or other impacts. 

Policy U-10. Where appropriate require reasonable landscape screening of site-specific 
aboveground utility facilities in order to diminish visual impacts. 
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Policy U-30. New or reconstructed structures, towers, and transmission lines should be 
designed to minimize aesthetic impacts appropriate to their surroundings whenever 
practical. 

Policy U-100. Require that the siting and location of telecommunications facilities be 
accomplished in a manner that minimizes adverse impacts on the environment and 
adjacent land uses. 

Policy U-101. Require that cellular communication structures and towers be sensitively 
sited and designed to diminish aesthetic impacts, and be collocated on existing 
structures and towers wherever possible and practical. 

Policy U-102. Pursue the continued development of a wireless Internet communication 
grid throughout the City for the use and enjoyment of Renton residents, employees, and 
visitors. 

Effect on other considerations 
None  

Staff Recommendation 
Amend Renton Municipal Code as described to minimize adverse visual impacts within the City, 
comply with federal legislation, and promote alternative siting requirements through a revision 
of the permitting requirements. 

Implementation Requirements 
Adopt an ordinance amending RMC 4-4-140, Wireless Communication Facilities, RMC 4-2-060, 
Zoning Use Table – Uses Allowed in Zoning Designations, RMC 4-2-080, Conditions Associated 
with Zoning Use Tables, RMC 4-4-095, Screening and Storage Height and Location Limitations, 
RMC 4-11-230, Definitions W, and RMC 5-19-5 Telecommunications Franchise. 





4-11-230 DEFINITIONS W: 

WIRELESS COMMUNICATION FACILITIES – TERMS RELATED TO: 

A. Accessory Antenna Device: An antenna which is less then twelve inches (12") in height or 

width, excluding the support structure (examples: test mobile antennas and Global Positioning 

System (GPS) antennas). 

A. Antenna: Any system of poles, panels, rods, reflecting discs or similar devices used for the 

transmission or reception of radio frequency signals. Antennas include the following types: 

1. Dish Antenna: See Parabolic Antenna. 

2. Omni-Directional Antenna (also known as a “Whip” Antenna): Transmits and receives radio 

frequency signals in a three hundred sixty degree (360°) radial pattern, and which is up to 

sixteen feet (16') in height and up to four inches (4") in diameter. 

3. Directional Antenna (also known as a “Panel” Antenna): Transmits and receives radio 

frequency signals in a specific directional pattern of less than three hundred sixty degrees 

(360°). 

4. Panel Antenna: See Directional Antenna.  

5. Parabolic Antenna (also known as a “Dish” Antenna): A bowl-shaped device for the 

reception and/or transmission of radio frequency communications signals in a specific 

directional pattern. 

6. Parabolic Antenna, Large: A parabolic antenna greater than 39.37 inches in diameter but not 

to exceed two hundred inches (200") in diameter. 

7. Whip Antenna: See Omni-Directional Antenna. 

B. Antenna, Amateur Radio (also called ham radio) Antenna: A device that picks up or sends 

out radio frequency energy used for purposes of private recreation, non-commercial exchange 

of messages, wireless experimentation, self-training, and emergency communication. The term 

“amateur” is used to specify persons interested in radio technique solely with a personal aim 

and without pecuniary interest, and to differentiate it from commercial broadcasting, public 



safety (such as police and fire), or professional two (2) way radio services (such as maritime, 

aviation, taxis, etc.). 

C. Antenna Array: A group of antennas connected and arranged in a regular structure to form a 

single antenna that is able to produce radiation patterns not produced by individual antennas. 

D. Antenna, Panel: Transmits and receives radio frequency signals in a specific directional 

pattern of less than three hundred sixty degrees (360°). 

E. Antenna, Vertical Monopole Amateur Radio Antenna: A type of amateur radio device 

consisting of a single vertical element constructed of wire, aluminum, or fiberglass without any 

attached horizontal antennas. This definition does include associated guy wires attached not 

more than halfway up the monopole for anchoring purposes. This definition does not include 

amateur radio antennas with any more than a single vertical element (e.g., tower or lattice-type 

amateur radio antennas). 

C. Attached Wireless Communication Facility: A wireless communication facility that is affixed 

to an existing structure, for example, an existing building, tower, water tank, utility pole, etc., 

which does not include an additional wireless communication support structure. 

F. Collocation: The mounting of antennas and related equipment on use of an existing single 

support structure and/or site by more than one wireless communications provider. 

G. Compound: The leased or owned property upon which all elements of a WCF reside, which is 

demarcated with security fencing. 

H. Equipment Cabinet: A mounted case with a hinged door used to house equipment for utility 

or service providers. 

I. Equipment Shelter or Cabinet: A room, cabinet or building used to house equipment for 

utility or service providers (also known as a base station).  

J. FAA: The Federal Aviation Administration, which maintains stringent regulations for the 

siting, building, marketing and lighting of cellular transmission antennas near airports or flight 

paths. 



K. FCC: The Federal Communications Commission, which regulates the licensing and practice of 

wireless, wireline, television, radio and other telecommunications entities. 

I. Guyed Tower: A freestanding or supported wireless communication support structure which 

is usually over one hundred feet (100') tall, which consists of metal crossed strips or bars and is 

steadied by wire guys in a radial pattern around the tower. 

J. Lattice Tower: A self-supporting wireless communication support structure which consists of 

metal crossed strips or bars to support antennas and related equipment. 

J. Macro Facility: An attached wireless communication facility which consists of antennas equal 

to or less than sixteen feet (16') in height or a parabolic antenna up to one meter (39.37") in 

diameter and with an area not more than one hundred (100) square feet in the aggregate as 

viewed from any one point. 

K. Micro Facility: An attached wireless communication facility which consists of antennas equal 

to or less than six feet (6') in height or a parabolic antenna with an area of not more than five 

hundred eighty (580) square inches in the aggregate (e.g., one foot (1') diameter parabola or 

two feet (2') x one and one-half feet (1-1/2') panel) as viewed from any one point. Also known 

as a Microcell 

L. Mini Facility: An attached wireless communication facility which consists of antennas equal 

to or less than ten feet (10') in height or a parabolic antenna up to one meter (39.37") in 

diameter and with an area not more than fifty (50) square feet in the aggregate as viewed from 

any one point. 

K. Monopole I: A wireless communication support structure which consists of a freestanding 

support structure, less than sixty feet (60') in height, erected to support wireless 

communication antennas and connecting appurtenances. 

L. Monopole II: A wireless communication support structure which consists of a freestanding 

support structure, sixty feet (60') or greater in height, erected to support wireless 

communication antennas and connecting appurtenances. 

L. Provider: A company providing telephone or other communications service. 

M. Radome: A plastic housing sheltering the antenna assembly. 



N. Related Equipment: All equipment ancillary to the transmission and reception of voice and 

data via radio frequencies. Such equipment may include, but is not limited to, cable, conduit 

and connectors. 

O. Satellite Dish: A microwave dish typically used for receiving television transmissions from an 

orbiting satellite.  

P. Support Structure: see Wireless Communication Support Structure The A structure erected 

used to support wireless communication antennas and related equipment, either as its primary 

use or as an accessory use. connecting appurtenances. Support structures types that may be 

permitted include, but are not limited to, towers, existing buildings, water tanks, signs, and light 

fixtures. stanchions, monopoles, lattice towers, wood poles or and guyed towers. 

Q. Tower: see Wireless Communication A freestanding support structure used solely to support 

wireless communication antennas and related equipment.  Types of towers include, but are not 

limited to: 

1. Guyed Tower: A freestanding or supported wireless communication support structure 

that is usually over one hundred feet (100') tall, which consists of metal crossed strips or bars 

and is steadied by wire guys in a radial pattern around the tower. 

2. Lattice Tower: A self-supporting wireless communication support structure that consists 

of metal crossed strips or bars to support antennas and related equipment. 

3. Monopole I: A freestanding wireless communication support structure which consists of a 

freestanding support structure, less than sixty feet (60') in height, erected to support 

wireless communication antennas and connecting appurtenances.  

4. Monopole II: A freestanding wireless communication support structure which consists of a 

freestanding support structure, sixty feet (60') or greater in height, erected to support 

wireless communication antennas and connecting appurtenances. 

5. Stealth Tower: A freestanding support structure that is disguised as a natural or built 

object typically appearing in the natural or urban landscape and is primarily erected to 

accommodate wireless communication facilities. Examples include, but are not limited to, 

manmade trees, freestanding signs, flag poles, light fixtures and clock towers.  



R. WCF: see Wireless Communication Facility (WCF) 

S. Wireless Communication Facility (WCF): An unstaffed facility for the transmission and 

reception of low-power radio signals usually consisting of an equipment shelter or cabinet(s), a 

support structure, antennas (e.g., omni-directional, panel/directional or parabolic) and related 

equipment, generally contained within a compound. For purposes of this Title, a WCF includes 

antennas, support structures and equipment shelters, whether separately or in combination. 

T. Wireless Communication Facility, Camouflaged: A wireless communication facility that is 

typically affixed to the façade of an existing structure that was not originally constructed to be a 

WCF support structure (e.g., an existing building), in a manner that integrates and disguises the 

WCF with the building by matching architectural elements, colors, materials, etc., so as to be 

undetectable by the casual observer.   

U. Wireless Communication Facility, Concealed: A wireless communication facility that is 

incorporated into an existing structure, that was not originally constructed to be a WCF support 

structure (e.g., an existing building), in a manner that completely hides the WCF within the 

existing structure or within an addition to the existing structure that is architecturally 

compatible.  

U. Wireless Communication Support Structure: The structure erected to support wireless 

communication antennas and connecting appurtenances. Support structure types include, but 

are not limited to, stanchions, monopoles, lattice towers, wood poles or guyed towers. 
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4-4-140 WIRELESS COMMUNICATION FACILITIES: 

A. PURPOSE: 

The purposes of this Section are is to: 

1. Provide a wide range of locations and options for wireless communication providers 

while minimizing the unsightly characteristics associated with wireless communication 

facilities; and 

2. To encourage creative approaches in locating and designing wireless communication 

facilities, which blend in with the surroundings of such facilities; and 

3. Provide standards that comply with the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (“the Act”); 

the provisions of this Section are not intended to and shall not be interpreted to 

prohibit or have the effect of prohibiting personal wireless services as defined in the 

Act; and 

4. Administer the provisions of this Section in such a manner as to not unreasonably 

discriminate between providers of functionally equivalent personal wireless services, as 

defined in the Act. establish general guidelines for the siting of wireless 

communications facilities, including towers and antennas. 

B. GOALS: 

1. For Commercial Wireless Facilities: 

a. Encourage the location of towers in nonresidential areas and minimize the total 

number of towers throughout the community; 

b. Encourage strongly the joint-use of new and existing towers; sites; 

c. Encourage users of towers and antennas to locate them, to the extent feasible 

possible, in areas where the adverse impact on the community is minimized 

minimal; 

d. Encourage users of towers and antennas to configure them in a way that minimizes 

the adverse visual impact of the towers and antennas; and 
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e. Enhance the ability of the providers of telecommunications services to provide such 

services to the community quickly, effectively, and efficiently.  

2. For Amateur Radio Antennas: The goals of this Section are to ensure the interests of 

neighboring property owners are considered while reasonably accommodating amateur 

radio communications so as to comply with applicable Federal Law. These regulations 

are not intended to preclude amateur radio communications. (Ord. 5675, 12-3-2012) 

C. APPLICABILITY AND AUTHORITY: No person shall place, construct, reconstruct or modify a 

wireless communication facility within the City without a permit having first been issued 

therefor by the Administrator of the Department of Community and Economic Development, 

except as provided by this Title, and a permit for the same has been issued by the Building 

Official. The Administrator shall have discretion to approve or deny elements of a WCF where 

standards provide flexibility or subjectivity; the same discretion is given to the Hearing 

Examiner for applications requiring a public hearing. 

1. FAA Notice: A Notice of Proposed Construction shall be submitted to the FAA a 

minimum of thirty (30) days prior to the issuance of any building permit for any wireless 

communication support structure or attached wireless communication facilities. All 

wireless communication facilities and attached wireless communication facilities must 

shall comply with the Airport zoning regulations, as listed in RMC 4-3-020. 

2. Registration Required: Per RMC 5-19-3, Registration of Telecommunication Providers 

and Carriers, all telecommunications carriers and providers that offer or provide any 

telecommunications service for a fee directly to the public from telecommunications 

facilities located within the City shall register with the City.  

3. Exemptions: This Section does not apply to: 

a. Amateur Antennas: Building-mounted amateur radio antennas that are six feet (6') 

or less in height or freestanding vertical monopole amateur antennas that are forty 

five feet (45') or less in height; and (Ord. 5675, 12-3-2012) 

b. Satellite Dishes: Satellite dish antennas less than two meters in diameter when 

located in non-residential zones, and satellite dish antennas less than one meter in 

diameter when located in residential zones; and 

http://www.codepublishing.com/wa/renton/html/Renton04/Renton0403/Renton0403020.html#4-3-020
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c. Maintenance: Routine maintenance, repair or removal of a WCF and related 

equipment, provided that compliance with the standards of this Title are 

maintained; and 

d. Equipment Shelters/Cabinets: Provided the original boundaries of the WCF’s 

compound are not expanded, and compliance with the standards of RMC 4-4-140F is 

maintained, there shall be no limit on the number of new equipment shelters or 

cabinets. The addition of equipment shelters/cabinets that expand the original 

boundaries of the compound shall constitute a substantial change to the physical 

dimensions per RMC 4-4-140E; and 

e. Local Government Agencies: Police, fire, ambulance, and other emergency dispatch 

wireless communication facilities; and 

f. Lightning Rods: Lightning rods may extend sixteen feet (16’) above the height of a 

support structure. 

D. ADMINISTERING AND ENFORCING AUTHORITY: 

The Community and Economic Development Administrator is responsible for the general 

administration and coordination of this Section. (Ord. 5450, 3-2-2009; Ord. 5676, 12-3-2012) 

E. COMPLIANCE WITH TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACT OF 1996 REQUIRED FOR COMMERCIAL 

APPLICANTS: 

The Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996 requires the City to comply with the following 

conditions: 

1. The City zoning requirements may not unreasonably discriminate among wireless 

telecommunication providers that compete against one another. 

2. The City zoning requirements may not prohibit or have the effect of prohibiting the provision 

of wireless telecommunications service. 

3. The City must act within a reasonable period of time on requests for permission to place or 

construct wireless telecommunications facilities. 
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4. A decision by the City denying a request for permission to install or construct wireless 

telecommunications facilities must be in writing and must be based on evidence in a written 

record. 

5. If a wireless telecommunications facility meets technical emissions standards set by the FCC, 

it is presumed safe. The City may not deny a request to construct a facility on grounds that its 

radio frequency emissions would be harmful to the environment or the health of residents if 

those emissions meet FCC standards. (Ord. 5675, 12-3-2012) 

D. COLLOCATION REQUIRED: 

1. Evaluation of Existing Commercial Support Structures: No new wireless communications 

support structure shall be permitted unless the applicant demonstrates to the 

reasonable satisfaction of the Administrator governing authority that no existing tower 

or support structure can accommodate the applicant’s proposed WCF. Evidence 

submitted to demonstrate that an existing tower or structure cannot accommodate the 

applicant’s proposed antenna may consist of any of the following: 

a. No existing towers or structures are located within the geographic area required to 

meet the applicant’s engineering requirements. 

b. Existing towers or structures are not of sufficient height to meet the applicant’s 

engineering requirements. 

c. Existing towers or structures do not have sufficient structural strength to support the 

applicant’s proposed antenna and related equipment. 

d. The applicant’s proposed antenna would cause electromagnetic interference with the 

antenna on the existing towers or structures, or the antenna on the existing towers 

or structures would cause interference with the applicant’s proposed antenna. 

e. The fees, costs, or contractual provisions required by the owner in order to share an 

existing tower or structure or to adapt an existing tower or structure for sharing are 

unreasonable. Costs exceeding new tower development are presumed to be 

unreasonable. 
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f. The applicant demonstrates that there are other limiting factors that render existing 

towers and structures unsuitable. 

2. Cooperation of Commercial Applicants Providers in Collocation Efforts: A permittee 

shall cooperate with other WCF providers in collocating additional antennas on support 

structures and/or on existing buildings provided said proposed collocators have received 

a building permit for such use at said site from the City. A permittee shall exercise good 

faith in collocating with other providers and sharing the permitted site, provided such 

shared use does not give rise to a substantial technical level of impairment of the ability 

to provide the permitted use (i.e., a significant interference in broadcast or reception 

capabilities as opposed to a competitive conflict or financial burden). Such good faith 

shall include sharing technical information to evaluate the feasibility of collocation. In 

the event a dispute arises as to whether a permittee has exercised good faith in 

accommodating other users, the City may require a third party technical study at the 

expense of either or both the applicant and permittee. 

3. Reasonable Efforts: All applicants shall demonstrate reasonable efforts in developing a 

collocation alternative for their proposal. (Ord. 5675, 12-3-2012) 

E. ALTERATION OF EXISTING TOWER: 

1. Minor Alteration: Requests for collocations and/or modifications to a lawfully existing 

tower (excluding other support structures) shall only require a Building Permit if such 

alteration does not substantially change the physical dimensions of the WCF, and is 

therefore deemed a minor alteration. “Substantially change the physical dimensions” 

means: 

a. Height: A collocation and/or modification that would increase the overall height of 

the WCF by more than ten percent (10%), or by twenty feet (20’), whichever is 

greater; and 

b. Width: A collocation and/or modification that would add an appurtenance to the 

body of the tower that would protrude from the edge of the tower by more than 

twenty (20) feet, or more than the width of the tower at the level of the 

appurtenance, whichever is greater; and 
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c. Compound Expansion: Expansion of a WCF’s compound necessitated by the 

proposed installation of more than four (4) new equipment cabinets or more than 

one (1) new equipment shelter.  An expansion of a compound necessitated by a 

minor alteration shall not constitute a major alteration; however, the compound 

expansion shall be the minimum necessary to accommodate the alteration. 

2. Major Alteration: Collocations and/or modifications to a lawfully existing tower 

(excluding other support structures) that do substantially change the physical 

dimensions of a WCF, as defined in this subsection, shall be deemed a major alteration. 

3. Original Dimensions: Any increase in height and/or width of a WCF due to a collocation 

and/or modification shall be measured against the dimensions of the originally 

approved WCF. 

4. Applicable Standards: Collocations and modifications shall adhere to the standards of 

this Section; however, height limitations specified in this Section shall not be enforced if 

an increase in height is allowed per RMC 4-4-140E.1.a. 

5. Review Time Period: Requests for minor alterations, as described in this subsection, 

shall be reviewed within ninety (90) days. 

F. STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL TYPES OF WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS 

FACILITIES: 

1. Equipment Shelters/Cabinets: or Cabinets: 

a. Location: Accessory Equipment shelters and cabinets facilities used to house wireless 

communication related equipment and associated cabling should be located within 

buildings or placed underground when possible feasible. However, in those cases 

where it can be demonstrated by the applicant that the equipment cannot be 

located in buildings or underground, equipment shelters or cabinets shall be 

screened and/or landscaped to the satisfaction of the Administrator. 

b. Landscaping and Screening: Landscaping for  accessory Equipment shelters and 

cabinets located on private property shall include a minimum fifteen foot (15') be 

surrounded by a sight-obscuring landscape buffer with a continuous minimum 
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height of fifteen feet (15’); however, existing topography, vegetation and other site 

characteristics may provide relief from the screening requirement. The required 

landscaped areas shall include an automated irrigation system, unless the applicant 

is able to justify an exception to this requirement to the satisfaction of the 

Administrator.  around the accessory equipment facility. Accessory Related 

equipment facilities located on the roof of any building need not be landscaped but 

shall be enclosed screened on all sides in a manner that complements and blends 

with the surroundings so as to be shielded from view. Accessory equipment located 

on public right-of-way shall be screened and/or landscaped as determined by the 

Administrator through the conditional use permit process. Accessory Related 

equipment facilities may shall not be enclosed with exposed metal surfaces. 

c. Size: The applicant must shall provide documentation that the size of any accessory 

equipment shelters or cabinets is the minimum possible necessary to meet the 

provider’s service needs.  The area of the compound may be greater than is 

necessary in order to accommodate future collocations, but the area reserved for 

future equipment shelters/cabinets shall be the minimum necessary for the 

documented capacity of the WCF.  (Ord. 5676, 12-3-2012) 

d. Generators:  

i. Architectural integration is required (if applicable). 

ii. To the extent feasible, generators shall be enclosed along with the related 

equipment. Similar to equipment shelters, the screening for the generator shall 

utilize similar building materials, colors, accents, and textures as the primary 

building; if no buildings exist on site, ensure that the building is designed to 

blend in with the environment. 

iii. A screening wall and/or landscaping material shall be required to mitigate visual 

impacts. 

iv. Fences shall be constructed of materials that complement and blend in with the 

surroundings.  

v. Anti‐graffiti finish shall be applied to all solid fences, walls, and gates. 
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vi. A noise analysis shall be required to demonstrate that the generator will operate 

within allowed noise limits if the generator is the sole source of power. 

Equipment Shelters/Cabinets within the Public Right-of-Way: All equipment and cabinets 

within a public right-of-way are subject to the approval of the Development Services 

Division and shall be as small and unobtrusive as is practicable. 

2. Maximum Height and Area: Attached Wireless Communication Facilities on existing 

nonconforming structures shall not be considered to be an expansion of the 

nonconforming structure. All wireless communication facilities and attached wireless 

communication facilities must shall comply with the Airport Related Height and Use 

Restrictions zoning regulations, as listed in per RMC 4-3-020, as well as the height 

limitation of the applicable zoning district, except as follows: 

a.  Monopole I: Less than 60 feet for all zones. Antennas may extend 16 feet above the 

Monopole I support structure. 

b.  Monopole II: No more than 35 feet higher than the maximum height for the 

applicable zoning district, or 150 feet, whichever is less. Antennas may extend 16 feet 

above the Monopole II support structure.  

c.  Stealth Towers: The maximum allowed height of a stealth tower shall be 150 feet; 

however, the allowed height for a specific type of stealth facility shall be determined 

through the Conditional Use Permit review process and the standards of this Section.  

d. Rooftop WCF: Concealed and/or camouflaged WCFs erected on a rooftop may extend 

up to sixteen feet (16’) above the allowed height of the zone. 

3. Visual Impact: Site location and development shall preserve the pre-existing character of 

the surrounding buildings and landscape uses and the zone district to the extent 

consistent with the function of the communications equipment. Wireless 

communication Towers shall be integrated through location and design to blend-in with 

the existing characteristics of the site to the extent practical. Existing on-site vegetation 

shall be preserved or improved, and disturbance of the existing topography shall be 

minimized, unless such disturbance would result in less adverse visual impact of the site 

to the surrounding area. Towers, antennas and related equipment shall be uniformly 

painted a non-reflective neutral color that best matches the colors within the 

http://www.codepublishing.com/wa/renton/html/Renton04/Renton0403/Renton0403020.html#4-3-020
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immediately surrounding built and natural landscape in order to reduce the contrast 

between the WCF and the landscape.  

4. Setbacks: Towers shall be set back from each property line by a distance equal to the 

tower height, unless an engineering analysis concludes that a reduced setback is safe for 

abutting properties and the Administrator determines that a reduced setback is 

appropriate for the site. 

5. Maximum Noise Levels: No equipment shall be operated so as to produce noise in levels 

above forty-five (45) dB decibels as measured from the nearest property line on which 

the attached wireless communication facility is located. Operation of a back-up power 

generator in the event of power failure or the testing of a back-up generator between 

eight o’clock (8:00) a.m. and nine o’clock (9:00) p.m. are exempt from this standard. No 

testing of back-up generators shall occur between the hours of nine o’clock (9:00) p.m. 

and eight o’clock (8:00) a.m. 

6. Fencing: Security fencing, if used, shall be required and shall be painted or coated with a 

non-reflective neutral color. Fencing shall comply with the requirements listed in RMC 4-

4-040, Fences and Hedges. 

7. Lighting: Towers or antennas shall not be artificially lighted, unless required by the FAA or 

other applicable authority. If lighting is required, the governing authority Administrator 

may review the available lighting alternatives and approve the design that would cause 

the least disturbance to the surrounding views. Security lighting for the equipment 

shelters or cabinets and other on-the-ground ancillary equipment is also permitted, as 

long as it is appropriately down shielded to keep light within the boundaries of the site 

compound. (Ord. 5675, 12-3-2012) 

8. Advertising Prohibited: No lettering, symbols, images, or trademarks large enough to be 

legible to occupants of vehicular traffic on any abutting roadway shall be placed on or 

affixed to any part of a telecommunications WCF tower, antenna array or antenna, 

other than as required by FCC regulations regarding tower registration or other 

applicable law. Antenna arrays may be designed and approved to be located on or 

within previously approved signs or billboards as a stealth tower, or a concealed or 

http://www.codepublishing.com/wa/renton/html/Renton04/Renton0404/Renton0404040.html#4-4-040
http://www.codepublishing.com/wa/renton/html/Renton04/Renton0404/Renton0404040.html#4-4-040
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camouflaged WCF, shall not be construed to be in violation of this prohibition. without 

alteration of the existing advertising or sign. (Ord. 5676, 12-3-2012) 

9. Building Standards: Wireless communication Support structures shall be constructed so as 

to meet or exceed the most recent Electronic Industries 

Association/Telecommunications Industries Association (EIA/TIA) 222 Revision G 

Standard entitled: “Structural Standards for Steel Antenna Towers and Antenna 

Supporting Structures” (or equivalent), as it may be updated or amended. Prior to 

issuance of a building permit, the Building Official shall be provided with an engineer’s 

certification that the support structure’s design meets or exceeds those standards. (Ord. 

5675, 12-3-2012) 

10. Radio Frequency Standards: The applicant shall ensure that the wireless communication 

facility (WCF) will not cause localized interference with the reception of area television 

or radio broadcasts. If upon review the City finds that the WCF interferes with such 

reception, and if such interference is not remedied within thirty (30) calendar days, the 

City may revoke or modify a building and/or conditional use permit. (Ord. 5675, 12-3-

2012) 

G. CONCEALED WIRELESS COMMUNICATION FACILITY STANDARDS: Additions or modifications 

to buildings shall complement the existing design, bulk, scale, and symmetry of the building, 

and minimize the addition of bulk and clutter.  Concealed WCFs shall adhere to the following 

standards: 

1. Building Addition: All antennas shall be fully concealed within a structure that is 

architecturally compatible with the existing building. Roof top additions shall be 

concealed on all sides. 

2. Related Equipment: The related equipment shall be completely concealed inside a 

structure or inside an underground vault. Concrete masonry unit (CMU) walls and 

prefabricated facilities do not meet the intent of a Concealed WCF. Equipment 

enclosures shall be designed to be compatible with the existing building/structure. 

3. Materials: Fiberglass Reinforced Plastic or Radio Frequency transparent materials may 

be used to screen and integrate a WCF with an existing building. No visible transition 

lines between the old and new surfaces are permitted. 
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4. Architectural Elements: New architectural features such as columns, pilasters, corbels, 

or other ornamentation that conceal antennas may be used if it complements the 

architecture of the existing building. 

5. Residential Buildings: Wireless Communication Facilities shall not may be located on 

residential buildings and structures, except for multi-family structures constructed per 

the International Building Code as an occupancy group R-2, which may serve as a 

support structure if provided that the interior wall or ceiling immediately abutting the 

facility is an unoccupied not designated residential space (e.g., stairwells, elevator 

shafts, mechanical rooms, etc.). 

H. CAMOUFLAGED WIRELESS COMMUNICATION FACILITY STANDARDS: Additions or 

modifications to buildings shall complement the existing design, bulk, scale, and symmetry of 

the building, and minimize the addition of bulk and clutter. Camouflaged WCFs shall adhere to 

the following standards: 

1. Architectural Integration: Antennas may be mounted to the sides of a building if the 

antennas do not interrupt the architectural theme of the building.  

a. To the extent feasible, camouflaged WCF’s shall employ a symmetrical, balanced 

design for all façade mounted antennas. The first provider on a structure will dictate 

the antenna length, width, and placement.  All succeeding applications will be 

required to ensure consistency and symmetry in placing antennas on the exterior of 

the structure. 

b. To the extent feasible, no interruption of architectural lines or horizontal or vertical 

reveals is permitted. 

2. Materials:  

a. Mounting Hardware: Utilize the smallest mounting brackets necessary in order to 

provide the smallest offset from the building.  

b. Concealment: Utilize skirts or shrouds on the sides and bottoms of antennas in 

order to conceal mounting hardware, create a cleaner appearance, and minimize the 

visual impact of the antennas. No exposed cabling is permitted. 
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c. Paint: Paint and texture antennas to match the adjacent building surfaces. 

3. Antennas:  

a. Antennas shall be no longer or wider than the façade on which they are proposed. 

b. When panel antennas are unscreened, they shall be mounted no more than twelve 

inches (12”) from the building façade. 

c. No exposed mounting apparatus shall remain on a building façade without the 

associated antennas. 

4. Residential Buildings: Wireless Communication Facilities shall not may be located on 

residential buildings and structures, except for multi-family structures constructed per 

the International Building Code as an occupancy group R-2, which may serve as a 

support structure if provided that the interior wall or ceiling immediately abutting the 

facility is an unoccupied not designated residential space (e.g., stairwells, elevator 

shafts, mechanical rooms, etc.). 

I. STEALTH TOWER STANDARDS: The following standards for each type of stealth tower are the 

minimum necessary to meet the intent of effectively disguising the tower. Standards for types 

of stealth towers not identified within this subsection will be determined on a case-by-case 

basis by the Administrator through the Conditional Use Permit criteria per RMC 4-9-030E. 

1. Faux Trees:  

a. Location: Shall be located within one hundred feet (100’) of existing trees, unless 

photo simulations show, to the satisfaction of the Administrator, that the proposed 

faux tree would be appropriate for the site.  

b. Height: The faux tree may exceed the average height of nearby trees by no more 

than twenty percent (20%) or thirty feet (30’), whichever is greater. 

c. Authenticity: Faux trees shall replicate the shape, structure, and color of live trees 

common to the area. Plans shall provide detailed specifications regarding the 

number and spacing of branches, bark, foliage, colors.  All faux trees shall 

incorporate a sufficient number of branches (no less than 3‐branches per linear foot 



 
 

13 
 

of height) and design materials (e.g., faux bark) so that the structure appears as 

natural in appearance as feasible. Branches shall not be required for the lowest 

twenty feet (20’) of the trunk. 

d. Concealment:  

i. All cables and antennas shall be painted to match the color of the trunk.  

ii. Antenna socks are mandatory for all antennas (and similar components) 

located on a faux tree. 

2. Flagpoles: 

a. Location and Height: The height, diameter and location of the flagpole shall be 

compatible with the surrounding area, as determined by the Administrator. The 

flagpole shall be tapered in order to maintain the appearance of an authentic 

flagpole. 

b. Authenticity: Flags shall comply with the U.S. Flag Code. Allowed flags include 

National, State, county and municipal flags properly displayed. In addition, one 

corporate or institutional flag may be properly displayed per site. 

c. Concealment: Antennas shall be enclosed within the pole or a radome. If a radome 

is used it shall have a diameter no greater than one hundred fifty percent (150%) of 

the diameter of the pole at the height where the radome will be mounted. The 

length of the radome shall not be greater than one-third (1/3) of the height of the 

proposed light pole. All cables shall be routed directly from the ground up through 

the pole. No cable coverings are permitted. 

3. Sports Field Lights: 

a. Location and Height: Utilization of an existing or replacement sports field light as a 

WCF support structure shall only be permitted on sites where a sports field exists. 

The height, diameter and location of the sports field light(s) shall be compatible with 

the surrounding area, as determined by the Administrator.   
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b. Authenticity: Sports field lights shall be uniform (style, height, etc.) with the 

exception of the WCF. The sports field lights shall provide consistent illumination for 

the sports field. 

c. Concealment:  

i. Antennas shall be no more than twenty feet (20’) above the light source. 

ii. All cables shall be routed directly from the ground up through the pole. No 

cable coverings are permitted. 

iii. Paint antennas and mounting apparatus the same color as the pole. 

4. Freestanding Signs: 

a. Sign Permit Required: Towers replicating a sign shall be subject to RMC 4-4-100, 

Sign Regulations, and a separate sign permit shall be obtained to demonstrate that 

the proposed sign is permitted.  

b. Concealment:  

i. All antennas shall be completely screened by the façade of the sign or by 

Fiberglass Reinforced Plastic or Radio Frequency transparent materials. 

ii. All cables and conduit to and from the sign shall be routed from underneath the 

foundation up into the pole.  Cable coverings may be allowed in limited 

circumstances in situations where they are minimally visible and designed to 

integrate with the sign. 

11. Special Requirements for Equipment Shelters/Cabinets within the Public Right-of-Way: All 

equipment and cabinets within a public right-of-way are subject to the approval of the 

Development Services Division and shall be as small and unobtrusive as is practicable. (Ord. 

5241, 11-27-2006; Ord. 5675, 12-3-2012) 

G. STANDARDS FOR SPECIFIC TYPES OF WIRELESS FACILITIES: 

For definitions of specific types of wireless communication facilities, see RMC 4-11-230, as it 

exists or may be amended. Development standards for specific types of wireless 
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communication facilities, except for nonexempt amateur radio antennas which will have height 

and other applicable standards determined through Conditional Use Permit process, shall be as 

follows: (Ord. 5675, 12-3-2012) 

STANDARDS FOR SPECIFIC TYPES OF WIRELESS COMMUNICATION FACILITIES 

In addition to individual zone requirements unless otherwise specified below 

  

MICRO 

FACILITY 

MINI 

FACILITY 

MACRO 

FACILITY MONOPOLE I MONOPOLE II 

LATTICE 

TOWERS 

Location on 

Buildings 

A Micro Facility 

shall be located 

on existing 

buildings, poles 

or other 

existing 

support 

structures. A 

Micro Facility 

may locate on 

buildings and 

structures; 

provided, that 

the interior 

wall or ceiling 

immediately 

abutting the 

facility is not 

designated 

residential 

space. 

A Mini Facility 

may be located 

on buildings 

and structures 

provided that 

the immediate 

interior wall or 

ceiling abutting 

the facility is 

not a 

designated 

residential 

space. 

A Macro 

Facility may be 

located on 

buildings and 

structures 

provided that 

the immediate 

interior wall or 

ceiling to the 

facility is not a 

designated 

residential 

space. 

NA NA NA 

Maximum 

Height and 

Area 

All wireless 

communication 

facilities and 

All wireless 

communication 

facilities and 

All wireless 

communication 

facilities and 

All wireless 

communication 

facilities and 

All wireless 

communication 

facilities and 

All wireless 

communication 

facilities and 
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attached 

wireless 

communication 

facilities must 

comply with 

the Airport 

zoning 

regulations, as 

listed in RMC 

4-3-020. 

Micro Facilities 

shall comply 

with the height 

limitation 

specified for all 

zones except 

as follows: 

Micro Facilities 

may exceed 

the height 

limitation by 6 

feet, or in the 

case of existing 

structures the 

antennas may 

extend 6 feet 

above the 

existing 

structure. 

Placement of 

an antenna on 

a 

nonconforming 

attached 

wireless 

communication 

facilities must 

comply with 

the Airport 

zoning 

regulations, as 

listed in RMC 

4-3-020. 

Mini Facilities 

shall comply 

with the height 

limitation 

specified for all 

zones except 

as follows: 

Mini Facilities 

may exceed 

the height 

limitation by 

10 feet, or in 

the case of 

existing 

structures the 

antennas may 

extend 10 feet 

above the 

existing 

structure. 

attached 

wireless 

communication 

facilities must 

comply with 

the Airport 

zoning 

regulations, as 

listed in RMC 

4-3-020. 

Macro 

Facilities shall 

comply with 

the height 

limitation 

specified for all 

zones except 

as follows: 

Macro 

Facilities may 

exceed the 

height 

limitation by 

16 feet, or in 

the case of 

existing 

structures the 

antennas may 

extend 16 feet 

above the 

existing 

structures. 

attached 

wireless 

communication 

facilities must 

comply with 

the Airport 

zoning 

regulations, as 

listed in RMC 

4-3-020. 

Monopole I 

Facility 

Maximum 

Height: Less 

than 60 feet 

for all zones. 

Macro 

Facilities are 

the largest 

attached 

communication 

facilities 

allowed on a 

Monopole I 

Facility. 

attached wireless 

communication 

facilities must 

comply with the 

Airport zoning 

regulations, as 

listed in RMC 4-3-

020. 

Monopole II 

Facility Maximum 

Height: 35 feet 

higher than the 

regular permitted 

maximum height 

for the applicable 

zoning district, or 

150 feet, 

whichever is less. 

attached wireless 

communication 

facilities must 

comply with the 

Airport zoning 

regulations, as 

listed in RMC 4-3-

020. 

Lattice Tower 

Facility Maximum 

Height: 35 feet 

higher than the 

regular permitted 

maximum height 

for the applicable 

zoning district, or 

150 feet, 

whichever is less. 

http://www.codepublishing.com/wa/renton/html/Renton04/Renton0403/Renton0403020.html#4-3-020
http://www.codepublishing.com/wa/renton/html/Renton04/Renton0403/Renton0403020.html#4-3-020
http://www.codepublishing.com/wa/renton/html/Renton04/Renton0403/Renton0403020.html#4-3-020
http://www.codepublishing.com/wa/renton/html/Renton04/Renton0403/Renton0403020.html#4-3-020
http://www.codepublishing.com/wa/renton/html/Renton04/Renton0403/Renton0403020.html#4-3-020
http://www.codepublishing.com/wa/renton/html/Renton04/Renton0403/Renton0403020.html#4-3-020
http://www.codepublishing.com/wa/renton/html/Renton04/Renton0403/Renton0403020.html#4-3-020
http://www.codepublishing.com/wa/renton/html/Renton04/Renton0403/Renton0403020.html#4-3-020
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structure shall 

not be 

considered to 

be an 

expansion of 

the 

nonconforming 

structure. 

Maximum 

Height and 

Area 

(Continued) 

See above. Placement of 

an antenna on 

a 

nonconforming 

structure shall 

not be 

considered to 

be an 

expansion of 

the 

nonconforming 

structure. 

Placement of 

an antenna on 

a 

nonconforming 

structure shall 

not be 

considered to 

be an 

expansion of 

the 

nonconforming 

structure. 

Antennas equal 

to or less than 

4 inches in 

diameter may 

be a 

component of 

a Monopole I 

Facility.  

Macro Facilities 

are the largest 

permitted 

attached wireless 

communication 

facilities allowed 

on a Monopole II 

facility.  

Antenna/Structure 

Height: Antennas 

that extend above 

the Monopole II 

wireless 

communications 

support structure 

shall not be 

calculated as part 

of the height of 

the wireless 

communications 

support structure. 

Macro Facilities 

are the largest 

permitted 

attached wireless 

communication 

facilities allowed 

on a Lattice 

Tower.  

Antenna/Structure 

Height: Antennas 

that extend above 

the Lattice Tower 

wireless 

communications 

support structure 

shall not be 

calculated as part 

of the height of 

the wireless 

communications 

support structure. 

Maximum 

Antenna 

Projection 

Above 

6 feet. 10 feet. 16 feet. 16 feet. 16 feet. 16 feet. 
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Support 

Structure, 

Monopole, 

Tower or 

Building 

Color Shall be same 

color as the 

building, pole 

or support 

structure on 

which it is 

proposed to be 

located. 

Shall be same 

color as the 

building, pole 

or support 

structure on 

which it is 

proposed to be 

located. 

Shall be same 

color as the 

building, pole 

or support 

structure on 

which it is 

proposed to be 

located. 

NA NA NA 

Landscaping 

and 

Screening 

NA NA NA See subsection 

F of this 

Section, 

Standards. 

A minimum 

landscaping 

area of 15 feet 

shall be 

required 

surrounding 

the facility, or 

equivalent 

screening as 

approved by 

the 

Administrator. 

Landscaping 

shall include 

trees, shrubs 

See subsection F 

of this Section, 

Standards. 

A minimum 

landscaping area 

of 15 feet shall be 

required 

surrounding the 

facility, or 

equivalent 

screening as 

approved by the 

Administrator. 

Landscaping shall 

include trees, 

shrubs and ground 

cover. The 

required 

landscaped areas 

See subsection F 

of this Section, 

Standards. 

A minimum 

landscaping area 

of 15 feet shall be 

required 

surrounding the 

facility, or 

equivalent 

screening as 

approved by the 

Administrator. 

Landscaping shall 

include trees, 

shrubs and ground 

cover. The 

required 

landscaped areas 
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and ground 

cover. The 

required 

landscaped 

areas shall 

include an 

automated 

irrigation 

system. 

shall include an 

automated 

irrigation system. 

shall include an 

automated 

irrigation system. 

(Ord. 5241, 11-27-2006; Ord. 5676, 12-3-2012) 

G. AIRPORT RESTRICTIONS – NOTICE TO FAA: 

A Notice of Proposed Construction shall be submitted to the FAA a minimum of thirty (30) days 

prior to the issuance of any building permit for any wireless communication support structure 

or attached wireless communication facilities. 

J. APPLICATION SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS: In addition to application materials and 

information required per RMC 4-8-120C, the following materials are the minimum required to 

complete a review of any WCF, other than an alteration per RMC 4-4-140E.1, Minor Alteration. 

Additional materials and information may be required.  

1. Technical Analysis: 

a. Site Justification Letter: This report shall justify the need or requirement for the 

proposed WCF location and design. An analysis of other available sites shall be 

included as well as determination as to why these sites were disqualified.  

b. Justification Map: A map identifying the zoning districts, search area, alternative 

sites, the selected site, and all existing and approved WCFs within a one half (1/2) 

mile radius. 

c. Coverage Map: Map(s) identifying the proposed target coverage that illustrate the 

coverage prior to and after the installation.  

d. Noise Report: For projects proposed adjacent to residential uses when generators, 

air conditioning units, or other noise-generating devices are utilized. 
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2. Photo Simulations: Photo simulations shall be required with each plan set. The photo 

simulations shall illustrate the proposed WCF from at least four different vantage points 

and show the existing view (without the proposed WCF) and proposed view (with the 

proposed WCF) from each vantage point. 

3. Method of Attachment/Cabling: Provide dimensioned details of antennas and 

mounting hardware used to attach the antennas to the structure.  

4. Visual Mitigation: Any concealment/integration techniques proposed shall be fully 

explained, illustrated and detailed.   

K. OBSOLESCENCE AND REMOVAL: 

Any wireless communications facility or attached wireless communications facility that is no 

longer needed or is no longer operational and its use is discontinued shall be reported 

immediately by the service provider to the Administrator. Discontinued facilities or facilities 

that are in disrepair, as determined by the Administrator, shall be decommissioned and 

removed by the facility owner within six (6) months of the date it ceases to be operational, or if 

the facility falls into disrepair, and the site shall be restored to its pre-existing condition. The 

Administrator may approve an extension of an additional six (6) months if good cause is 

demonstrated by the facility owner. (Ord. 5675, 12-3-2012) 

I. COLLOCATION REQUIRED: 

1. Evaluation of Existing Commercial Support Structures: No new wireless communications 

support structure shall be permitted unless the applicant demonstrates to the reasonable 

satisfaction of the governing authority that no existing tower or structure can accommodate 

the applicant’s proposed antenna. Evidence submitted to demonstrate that an existing tower or 

structure cannot accommodate the applicant’s proposed antenna may consist of any of the 

following: 

a. No existing towers or structures are located within the geographic area required to meet 

applicant’s engineering requirements. 

b. Existing towers or structures are not of sufficient height to meet applicant’s engineering 

requirements. 
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c. Existing towers or structures do not have sufficient structural strength to support applicant’s 

proposed antenna and related equipment. 

d. The applicant’s proposed antenna would cause electromagnetic interference with the 

antenna on the existing towers or structures, or the antenna on the existing towers or 

structures would cause interference with the applicant’s proposed antenna. 

e. The fees, costs, or contractual provisions required by the owner in order to share an existing 

tower or structure or to adapt an existing tower or structure for sharing are unreasonable. 

Costs exceeding new tower development are presumed to be unreasonable. 

f. The applicant demonstrates that there are other limiting factors that render existing towers 

and structures unsuitable. 

2. Cooperation of Commercial Applicants in Collocation Efforts: A permittee shall cooperate 

with other WCF providers in collocating additional antennas on support structures and/or on 

existing buildings provided said proposed collocators have received a building permit for such 

use at said site from the City. A permittee shall exercise good faith in collocating with other 

providers and sharing the permitted site, provided such shared use does not give rise to a 

substantial technical level of impairment of the ability to provide the permitted use (i.e., a 

significant interference in broadcast or reception capabilities as opposed to a competitive 

conflict or financial burden). Such good faith shall include sharing technical information to 

evaluate the feasibility of collocation. In the event a dispute arises as to whether a permittee 

has exercised good faith in accommodating other users, the City may require a third party 

technical study at the expense of either or both the applicant and permittee. 

3. Reasonable Efforts: All applicants shall demonstrate reasonable efforts in developing a 

collocation alternative for their proposal. (Ord. 5675, 12-3-2012) 

L. PERMIT LIMITATIONS: 

1. Maintenance Required: The applicant shall maintain the WCF to standards that may be 

imposed by the City at the time of the granting of a permit. Such maintenance shall include, but 

shall not be limited to, maintenance of the paint, structural integrity and landscaping. If the 

applicant fails to maintain the facility, the City may undertake the maintenance at the expense 

of the applicant or terminate the permit, at its sole option. 
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2. Compliance with Federal Standards for Radio Frequency Emissions Required for 

Commercial Applicants: The applicant shall comply with Federal (FCC) standards for radio 

frequency emissions. Within sixty (60) calendar days after the issuance of its building permit, 

the applicant shall submit a project implementation report that provides cumulative field 

measurements of radio frequency emissions of all antennas installed at the subject site and 

compares the results with established Federal standards. Said report shall be subject to review 

and approval of the Administrator for consistency with Federal standards. If on review, the City 

finds that the WCF does not meet Federal standards, the City may revoke or modify this permit. 

2. 3. Notice to City of Change of Operation of Facility: The applicant shall notify the 

Department of all changes in operation of the facility within sixty (60) calendar days of the 

change. (Ord. 4666, 6-2-1997, Amd. Ord. 4689, 11-24-1997; Ord. 5675, 12-3-2012) 

M. ALTERNATES, MODIFICATIONS, VARIANCES: 

The Administrator shall have the authority to modify the standards of this Section, subject to 

the provisions of RMC 4-9-250D, Modification Procedures. 

 See RMC 4-9-250 

N. APPEALS: 

See RMC 4-8-110 (Ord. 4722, 5-11-1998; Amd. Ord. 4963, 5-13-2002) 
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4-2-060 ZONING USE TABLE – USES ALLOWED IN ZONING DESIGNATIONS: 

ZONING USE 

TABLE 
RESIDENTIAL ZONING DESIGNATIONS INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL ZONING DESIGNATIONS 

USES: RC R-1 R-4 R-8 
RM

H 
R-10 R-14 RM IL IM IH CN CV CA CD CO COR 

UC-

N1 

UC-

N2 

P. WIRELESS COMMUNICATION FACILITIES 

Amateur 

radio antenna 

AD

8 

AD8 AD8 AD8 AD8 AD8 AD8 AD8       AD8 AD

8 

AD8 AD8   AD8 AD8 AD

8 

Camouflaged 

WCF 

AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD 

Camouflaged 

WCF 

collocation / 

modfication 

AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD 

Concealed 

WCF 

AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD 

Concealed 

WCF 

collocation / 

modification 

AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD 

Lattice towers 

support 

structures 

              H47 AD4

7 

AD4

7 

AD4

7 

H47 H4

7 

AD4

7 

H47 AD4

7 

H47     

Macro facility 

antennas 

P P P P P P P P44 P44 P44 P44 P44 P4

4 

P44 P44 P44 P44 AD AD 

Micro facility 

antennas 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 

Mini facility 

antennas 

P4

4 

P44 P44 P44 P44 P44 P44 P44 P44 P44 P44 P44 P4

4 

P44 P44 P44 P44 AD AD 

Major 

alterations to 

AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD 



existing WCF 

towers 

Minor 

alterations 

modifications 

to existing 

WCF towers 

wireless 

communicati

on facilities 

P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 

Monopole I 

support 

structures on 

private 

property 

AD

45 

H4

7 

AD4

5 

H47 

AD4

5 

H47 

AD4

5 

H47 

AD4

5 

H47 

AD4

5 

H47 

AD4

5 

H47 

 

AD4

5 

H47 

P44 

H47 

P44 

H47 

P44 

H47 

AD4

5 

H47 

P4

4 

H4

7 

P44 

H47 

AD4

5 

H47 

P44 

H47 

AD4

5 

H47 

    

Monopole I 

support 

structures on 

public right-

of-way 

AD

45 

AD4

5 

AD4

5 

AD4

5 

AD4

5 

AD4

5 

AD4

5 

AD4

5 

P44 P44 P44 P44 P4

4 

P44 AD4

5 

P44 AD4

5 

    

Monopole II 

support 

structures 

              H47 AD4

7 

H47 

AD4

7 

H47 

AD4

7 

H47 

H47 H4

7 

AD4

7 

H47 

H47 AD4

7 

H47 

H47     

Stealth Tower AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD AD  

Parabolic 

antennas – 

Large 

AD

45 

AD4

5 

AD4

5 

AD4

5 

AD4

5 

AD4

5 

AD4

5 

H45 P44 P44 P44 AD4

5 

P4

4 

P44 AD4

5 

P44 AD4

5 

    

 



4-2-080 CONDITIONS ASSOCIATED WITH ZONING USE TABLES: 

A. SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS: 

44. Reserved If the setback is less than one hundred feet (100') from any adjacent or abutting 

residentially zoned parcel, an administrative conditional use permit is required. 

45. Reserved If the setback is less than one hundred feet (100') from any adjacent or abutting 

residentially zoned parcel, a Hearing Examiner issued conditional use permit is required. 

46. Reserved 

47. Monopoles are prohibited if located within three hundred feet (300') of residentially zoned 

property, unless the Community and Economic Development Administrator determines that all 

residentially zoned property within three hundred feet (300') of the proposed facility is 

undevelopable due to critical areas regulations (RMC 4-3-050). Monopole II facilities must be 

constructed on property where wireless communication support structures presently operate 

and must not exceed the height of the existing support structures. 

48. Reserved 

49. Reserved Emergency or routine modifications are permitted when there is minimal or no 

change in the visual appearance, as determined by the Community and Economic Development 

Administrator. 
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4-9-030 CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS: 

E. DECISION CRITERIA – WIRELESS COMMUNICATION FACILITIES:  

1. Decision Criteria: In lieu of the criteria in subsection D of this Section, the following criteria 

shall be considered in determining whether to issue a Conditional Use Permit for a wireless 

communication facility (WCF); however, although the governing authority  the 

Administrator may waive or reduce the burden on the applicant of one or more of these 

criteria if the governing authority Administrator concludes that the goals of RMC 4-4-140, 

Wireless Communication Facilities, as it exists or may be amended, are better served 

thereby: , the following factors: 

a. Height and Design: The height of the proposed tower and/or antenna as well as 

incorporation of design characteristics that have the effect of reducing or eliminating 

visual obtrusiveness.  

b. Proximity to Surrounding Uses: The nature of uses on adjacent and nearby properties 

and the proximity of the tower and/or antenna to residential structures and residential 

district boundaries. 

c. Nature of Surrounding Uses: The nature of uses on adjacent and nearby properties. The 

proposed use at the proposed location shall not result in substantial or undue adverse 

effects on adjacent property. 

d. Topography and Vegetation: The surrounding topography, and tree canopy coverage. 

and foliage.  

e. Ingress/Egress: The proposed access ingress and egress.  

f. Impacts: The potential noise, light, and glare, and visual impacts.  

g. Collocation Feasibility: The availability of suitable existing towers and other structures 

to accommodate the proposal.  

h. Consistency with Plans and Regulations: The compatibility with the general purpose, 

goals, objectives and standards of the Comprehensive Plan, Title IV Development 

http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Renton/html/Renton04/Renton0404/Renton0404140.html#4-4-140


Regulations of the Renton Municipal Code, the Zoning Ordinance and any other plan, 

program, map or ordinance of the City.  

i. Landscaping: Additional landscaping may be required to buffer adjacent properties from 

potentially adverse effects of the proposed use. (Ord. 5675, 12-3-2012) 

2. Revisions to Conditional Use Permits for Wireless Communication Facilities. In lieu of the 

criteria in subsection G of this Section, the following criteria shall be considered in 

determining whether a proposed alteration to a wireless communication facility constitutes 

a major or minor revision to a previously approved Conditional Use Permit. 

a. Major Revision: A proposed major alteration to an existing WCF tower, as defined by 

RMC 4-4-140.E, Alteration of Existing Tower, shall be deemed a major revision. Major 

revisions to an approved Conditional Use Permit shall require a new application.   For 

major revisions that, due to extraordinary circumstances, would result in a highly 

unreasonable and unconscionable burden on the applicant or permit holder, if the 

applicant or permit holder were required to go through a new application process, the 

Administrator may permit the major revision to be treated as a minor revision.  

b. Minor Revision: A proposed minor alteration to an existing WCF tower, as defined by 

RMC 4-4-140.E, Alteration of Existing Tower, shall be deemed a minor revision. Minor 

revisions may be permitted by an administrative determination. 
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5-19-5 TELECOMMUNICATIONS FRANCHISE: 

A.    General: A telecommunications franchise shall be required of any telecommunications 

carrier who desires to occupy public ways of the City and to provide telecommunications 

services to any person or area in the City. 

B.    Franchise Application: Any person that desires a telecommunications franchise pursuant to 

this Section shall file an application with the City which shall include the following information: 

5.    If the applicant is proposing to install overhead facilities, evidence that surplus space 

is available for locating its telecommunications facilities on existing utility poles along the 

proposed route. Proposed replacement utility poles, for the purpose of siting wireless 

communication facilities, shall be no more than twenty feet (20’) taller than adjacent 

utility poles; utility poles on residentially zoned private property shall be no taller than 

forty-five feet (45’). 



4-2-110A: DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS FOR RESIDENTIAL ZONING DESIGNATIONS (PRIMARY 

AND ATTACHED ACCESSORY STRUCTURES) 

BUILDING STANDARDS 

Maximum Height for Wireless Communication Facilities (Including Amateur Radio Antennas) 

  RC, R-1, R-

4, R-8, R-

10, R-14 

and RM 

See RMC 4-4-140G, Standards for Specific Types of Wireless Facilities. Amateur 

radio antennas are allowed a maximum height of six feet (6') without a 

conditional use permit. Larger structures will have maximum height determined 

via the conditional use permit process, RMC 4-9-030, Conditional Use Permits, as 

it exists or may be amended. 

 

4-2-110B: DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS FOR RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT (DETACHED 

ACCESSORY BUILDINGS) 

Maximum Height for Wireless Communication Facilities (Including Amateur Radio Antennas) 

  RC, R-1, R-

4, R-8, R-

10, R-14, 

and RM 

See RMC 4-4-140G, Standards for Specific Types of Wireless Facilities. 

Freestanding vertical monopole amateur radio antennas are allowed a maximum 

height of forty five feet (45') without a conditional use permit. Larger structures 

will have maximum height determined via the conditional use permit process, 

RMC 4-9-030, Conditional Use Permits, as it exists or may be amended. 

 

4-2-110C: DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS FOR RESIDENTIAL MANUFACTURED HOME PARK 

ZONING DESIGNATION 

BUILDING STANDARDS 

Maximum Height for Wireless 

Communication Facilities 

See RMC 4-4-

140G. 

See RMC 4-4-

140G. 

See RMC 4-4-140G. 

 

 
4-2-120A: DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS FOR COMMERCIAL ZONING DESIGNATIONS 

HEIGHT 

Maximum Height for Wireless 

Communication Facilities 

See RMC 4-4-140G. See RMC 4-4-140G. See RMC 4-4-140G. 

4-2-120B: DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS FOR COMMERCIAL ZONING DESIGNATIONS 
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HEIGHT 

Maximum Height for Wireless 

Communication Facilities 

See RMC 4-4-140G. See RMC 4-4-140G. See RMC 4-4-140G. 

 
 
4-2-120E: DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS FOR COMMERCIAL ZONING DESIGNATIONS 

HEIGHT 

Maximum Height for Wireless Communication 

Facilities 

See RMC 4-4-140G. See RMC 4-4-140G. 

 

4-2-130A: DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS FOR INDUSTRIAL ZONING DESIGNATIONS 

HEIGHT 

Maximum Height for Wireless 

Communication Facilities 

See RMC 4-4-140G. See RMC 4-4-140G. See RMC 4-4-140G. 
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4-4-095 SCREENING AND STORAGE HEIGHT/LOCATION LIMITATIONS:  

E. ROOF-TOP EQUIPMENT: 

All operating equipment located on the roof of any building shall be enclosed so as to be 

screened from public view, excluding telecommunications equipment. Shielding shall consist of 

the following: 

1. New Construction: Roof wells, clerestories, or parapets, walls, solid fencing, or other similar 

solid, non-reflective barriers or enclosures as determined by the Administrator to meet the 

intent of this requirement. 

2. Additions to Existing Buildings: Where the existing roof structure cannot safely support the 

required screening, or where the integrity of the existing roof will be compromised by the 

screening, the Administrator may authorize painting of the equipment to match the 

approximate color of the background against which the equipment is viewed, or an equivalent 

nonstructural method to reduce visibility. (Ord. 5676, 12-3-2012) 
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