D# 84 WATER CLASS MAP

General Description

The City of Renton Planning Division made this docket item request. This docket item would
amend Title IV, Figure 4-3-050Q4 Water Class Map and will replace the Water Class Map with a
new map. Since Class 1 waters are regulated by the Shoreline Management Act and the City
Shoreline Master Program and are already depicted on the recently adopted Shoreline
Environment Maps. The new Water Class Map will only show waters that are identified and
regulated as Classes 2 to 4 waters. This will improve the legibility of this map and clarify which
regulations are applicable to the various stream reaches.

Impact Analysis

Effect on rate of growth, development, and conversion of land as envisioned in the Plan
Stream classifications do not have a significant impact on the effect of growth, development,
and conversion of land as envisioned in the Comprehensive Plan. The classification of the
stream is the determining factor for the width of the critical area buffer. Buffers range from 35
to 100 feet in width for Water Classes 2 to 4. Waters classified as Class 1, follow an entirely
different set of regulations: the Shoreline Master Program regulations.

Effect on the City’s capacity to provide adequate public facilities

This proposal is only a map change and doesn’t change previously established administrative
procedures in Title IV, 4-3-050C. The City’s capacity to provide adequate public facilities would
not be affected.

Effect on the rate of population and employment growth
Not applicable. There are no anticipated effects on the rate of population and employment
growth created by the proposed changes.

Whether Plan objectives are being met as specified or remain valid and desirable

The goal of the Environmental Element is to continuously protect Renton’s natural systems,
natural beauty, and environmental quality. Protection and enhancement of the City’s rivers,
major and minor creeks, and intermittent stream courses is an objective of the Plan. Policy
language states that land use regulations which establish and enhance setback along all
waterways and intermittent stream courses should be developed. The purpose of setbacks is to
retain an enhancement of the natural vegetation for infiltration, maintenance of wildlife
habitat and normal water temperatures, filtration, the retardation of run-off and erosion.

The Comprehensive Plan goal, objective, and policy would continue to be valid and desirable
and would continue to be met with the proposed map change.

Effect on general land values or housing costs
Not applicable. There are no anticipated effects on general land values or housing costs
created by the proposed map changes.
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Whether capital improvements or expenditures are being made or completed as expected
Not applicable.

Consistency with GMA and Countywide Planning Policies

The proposed map change is consistent with the statewide Growth Management Act and City
Comprehensive Plan which call for sound planning including effective administration of current
and future residential and non-residential uses in Urban Growth Areas. The proposed map
change provides an update to the current Water Class Map that established changes based on
site-specific studies, as well as information provided by the Washington Department of Fish and
Wildlife or by tribal fisheries staff. It only removes from the map water classified as Class 1,
which is regulated by the Shoreline Master Program.

Effect on critical areas and natural resource lands

This is a map change that applies only to waters classified as Classes 2 to 4. Procedural changes
to the map will remain as stated in RMC 4-3-050L. The changes to Water Classes 2 to 4 would
result in increased buffer areas for higher quality streams, not previously mapped.

Effect on other considerations
Not applicable.

Staff Recommendation

Staff recommends that RMC Figure 4-3-050Q4 Water Class Map be revised by removing all
water classified as Class 1 from the map. The new map will replace previous map amended by
RMC 4-3-050L

#D-84 Page 2 of 2 April 4, 2012



