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City initiated its SMP update in fall 2007
Public hearings:

October 2009

February 2010
Approved by Resolution: September 2010
DOE public hearing: December 2010
DOE Conditional approval: March 2011
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Conditional Approval:

Overview

DOE’s changes were primarily
clarifications, and Council accepted
most of these

City proposed new language to
address the issue of new, public,
over water trails

Reconsideration of the requirement
for single-family docks to be 4’ wide
was requested
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Natural |[Urban [Single- |Aquatic |High Intensity High Intensity
Consv. [Family Isolated
Res.
Public hiking and H1 pl P p8 Except for the land uses Except for the land

bicycle trails,
including
overwater trails
only over stream

creek mouths

draining to Lake
Washington. No
overwater trails

parallel to Lake
Washington

—

specified in this table, land use
allowed in the underlying zoning
in RMC 4-2-060 are allowed in
this overlay district, subject to
the preference for water-
oriented uses. Land uses in the
underlying zoning that require
an administrative (AD) or
Hearing Examiner (H)
conditional use permit in the
underlying zoning, require the
corresponding shoreline
conditional use permit.

uses specifically
prohibited in this
table, land uses
allowed in the
underlying zoning
in RMC 4-2-060
are allowed in this
overlay district.
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Natural Urban Single-Family |Aquatic High High

Conservancy |Residential Intensity Intensity
Isolated
Expansion of H10 AD10 AD10 AD10 AD10 X
existing
overwater
trails

10. No new overwater trails shall be allowed unless it is part of the expansion
of an existing overwater trail or overwater trail system. Such expansions shall
be considered a conditional use if allowed in the Public Access Requirements
by Reach Table at RMC 4-3-090D.4.f and if impacts are mitigated.
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Ecology’s Response

Accepted alternative
language on over water trails

Stressed the importance of
narrow docks in the near
shore (first 30’ from land)

If the City accepts a 4’ standard for single-family
docks in the near shore, DOE will approve SMP

If the City will not accept this standard, DOE will
consider denial of the entire SMP
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Ecology Reconsideration:
4’ Single-Family Dock Width

Locally developed science
supports narrow docks in the
near shore to protect salmon
habitat

State policy (WAC) supports
limitations on docks

4’ dock width consistent with
federal standards

Other Lake Washington jurisdictions have
adopted a 4’ standard

T o

AHEAD OF THE CURVE




LAKE SAMMAMISH

Redmond 6’ standard approved by DOE September 2009. These standards also
included a maximum size limit of 480 sq.ft.

Sammamish After the locally adopted 6’ standard was rejected by DOE, a 4’ standard
was re-adopted and forwarded back to DOE in July 2011. Awaiting DOE

approval.
LAKE WASHINGTON
Bellevue 4’ standard adopted in 2004 as part of Critical Areas Ordinance. SMP is

still under review by the Planning Commission.

Kenmore Locally adopted 4’ standard in September 2010; awaiting DOE approval.

King County Locally adopted 4’ standard in November 2010; awaiting DOE approval.

Kirkland 4’ standard in effect with DOE approval in August 2010.

Lake Forest Locally adopted 4’ standard in November 2010; awaiting DOE approval.
Park

Mercer Island |Locally adopted 4’ standard in August 2011; awaiting DOE approval.

Seattle SMP is still under review by the Planning Commission. 4’ standard was
included in February 2011 public review draft.




4-3-090E.7.d:
WIDTH

Single-Family Joint Use and Community Docks

Docks and Piers 6-ft. 4 ft.A 6 ft.

4. That portion of a pier or dock beyond thirty feet (30’) from
OHWM may be up to six feet (6’) wide, without a variance, if
approved by the U.S. Army Corps of engineers or the
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife; or a pier or
dock may be six feet (6’) side, waterward from land, without

a variance, if the property owner qualifies for state disabled
accommodations.
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4’ Dock Width and Existing Docks

Existing docks may be repaired
without triggering a change in size:

SMP includes generous repair
provisions:

Up to 30% repair of dock materials
with no dock change

Repairs >30% require light
penetrating decking

Only repairs which replace over 50%
of the pilings require full compliance
/‘\
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4’ Dock Width and New Docks

* With USACE/WDFW approval
docks may be 6’ beyond the near
shore, which allows space for
loading and recreation

* 6’ allowed in the near shore with
approved:

* Joint-use of dock

* Disability accommodations
* Variance request
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If DOE denies the SMP, the state will write and
adopt an SMP for the City

Agreement has already been reached on
several significant issues:

Environment Overlay designations
Treatment of critical areas, particularly wetlands
Setbacks/buffers and height

Allowed uses Existing dock repair
Dredging Public access

Over water trails Non-conforming structures
Helipads and aviation Shoreline stabilization
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Adopt the Shoreline Master Program with

provision for 4’ wide single-family docks in the
near shore

If other Lake Washington jurisdictions achieve

a wider standard, the City will also amend our
regulations
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